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S.F.  Plugs 
Last  Gay  Bath 


By  Charles  Linebarger 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Faced 
with  jail  terms  and  fines,  own¬ 
ers  of  the  last  operating  gay 
bathhouse  in  San  Francisco  call¬ 
ed  it  quits  on  Monday,  May  4. 

In  return,  San  Francisco  City 
Attorney  Louise  Renne  agreed 
to  drop  legal  action  against  the 
owners  of  the  21st  Street  Baths. 
Renne  had  threatened  up  to  70 
days  in  jail  and  a  $14,000  fine, 
charging  the  owners  with  vio¬ 
lating  a  December  1984  court 
order  banning  contact  sex  in 
sex-related  establishments. 

The  21st  Street  Baths  is  own¬ 
ed  by  John  Acmoody,  William 
Estep,  and  David  Anderson. 
They  were  specifically  accused 
of  not  properly  monitoring  the 
bath’s  patrons,  thus  allowing 
them  to  engage  in  sexual  activi¬ 
ty  that  might  lead  to  the  spread 
of  AIDS. 

The  city  sent  private  in¬ 
vestigators  to  the  bathhouse 
from  the  Hal  Lipset  Service  on 
Pacific  Avenue.  The  Lipset 
private  eyes  said  in  a  report  that 
“high  risk  sex,”  as  defined  by 
the  1984  court  order,  was  tak¬ 
ing  place  in  the  21st  Street 
Baths.  The  order  defines  high 
risk  sex  as  any  contact  of  the 
penis  or  anus  of  one  person 
with  the  mouth  or  penis  of 
another. 

Randy  Stallings,  former 
president  of  the  Toklas  Dem¬ 
ocratic  Club,  and  a  consultant 
for  the  2 1  St  Street  Baths, 
decried  the  closing  of  the  last 
gay  sex  club  in  the  city.  Re¬ 
counting  the  history  of  San 
Francisco  bathhouse  closures, 
he  said  the  city  had  at  least  1 1 
gay  baths  and  sex  clubs,  when 
Mayor  Dianne  Feinstein  began 
her  crusade  to  close  them  under 


the  guise  of  fighting  AIDS. 

“There  was  the  Hot  House, 
Sutro,  Liberty  Baths,  Dave’s, 
Ritch  Street,  Club  Baths,  21st 
Street,  the  Cauldron,  Animals, 
the  Slot  and  Boot  camp,”  said 
Stallings.  “The  Hot  House 
closed  in  1983.  The  last  three  to 
go  were  the  Club  Baths,  which 
closed  a  year  ago  this  month; 
Animals,  which  closed  last  Fall; 
and  the  Slot,  which  closed  right 
after  the  Club  last  summer.” 

Stallings  said  he  was  sad  to 
see  the  21st  Street  Baths  close. 
He  commented,  “Our  right 
over  our  own  bodies  is  a  very 
basic  one.  But  most  people 
don’t  agree  with  me  anymore. 
This  horrible  nightmare  has 
made  some  people  question 
their  own  sexuality .  ” 

According  to  Tom  Steel,  at¬ 
torney  for  the  21st  Street  Baths, 
a  low  volume  of  business  was  a 
factor  in  the  owner’s  decision 
not  to  fight  the  city  charges.  He 
said  the  bathhouse  was  down  to 
30  customers  a  day  before  the 
city  brought  suit. 

According  to  Steel,  “At  its 
peak  in  the  late  seventies,  each 
of  the  baths  had  hundreds  of 
visitors  a  day.  There  are  studies 
showing  that  85  percent  of  gay 
men  in  San  Francisco  have  been 
to  a  bathhouse  at  least  once.” 

Steel  concluded,  “The  rea¬ 
son  for  the  setlement  was  not 
that  the  owners  were  afraid  of 
being  closed  or  losing  the  suit 
—  it  was  simply  not  seeing  any 
future  in  operating  a  bathhouse 
in  San  Francisco.  They  didn’t 
have  any  motive  to  fight  this 
case  since  they  had  so  little  to 
win.  There  just  isn’t  much  in¬ 
terest  in  going  to  the  baths  in 
San  Francisco  today.” 
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Strong  showing  for  rights  bill 

Maine  Squashed  Anti-Gay 
Foster  Care  Bill 


By  Stephanie  Poggi 

AUGUSTA,  ME  —  A  coalition 
effort  was  reponsible  for  the  best 
showing  ever  of  the  state  les- 
bian/gay  rights  bill  May  27  and  the 
sound  defeat  May  20  of  a  bill  pro¬ 
hibiting  gay  and  lesbian  foster 
parenting.  Dale  McCormick, 
president  of  the  Maine  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Political  Alliance,  told 
GCN  that  despite  the  rights  bill 
loss,  Maine  activists  are  heartened 
because  “our  support  broadens 
every  year.”  The  vote  against  the 
bill  was  24-12  in  the  Senate  and 
88-45  in  the  House.  Every  fresh¬ 
man  Democratic  representative 
voted  in  favor. 

The  foster  care  bill,  which  was 
squelched  in  the  Human  Re¬ 
sources  Committee  of  the  legis¬ 
lature,  was  a  direct  import  from 
the  current  Massachusetts  policy 
which  creates  a  hierarchy  of  accep¬ 
table  foster  care  placements.  Les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  are  relegated  to 


By  Kim  Westheimer 
BOSTON  —  Two  incidences  of 
assault  and  battery  occurred  with¬ 
in  fifteen  minutes  of  each  other 
near  or  in  the  Fenway,  a  gay  male 
cruising  area. 

According  to  Boston  Police 
reports,  a  man  was  accosted  by  a 
group  of  male  teenagers  and  stab¬ 
bed  in  the  thigh  near  the  corner  of 
Fenway  and  Boylston  streets 
shortly  before  11  p.m.  on  May  22. 
Approximately  fifteen  minutes 
later  two  men  who  were  walking 
through  Victory  Gardens  were  also 
assaulted  by  five  or  six  male 
teenagers.  One  of  the  men  was 


the  bottom  of  the  list,  just  below 
single  people.  Opposing  testimony 
came  from  the  Political  Alliance, 
as  well  as  from  social  workers, 
psychologists,  child  care  workers, 
and  Maine’s  foster  care  parents 
association.  The  ultra-con¬ 
servative  Christian  Civic  League, 
which  championed  the  bill,  also 
testified. 

An  amendment  to  the  bill. 


which  specifically  precluded  gay 
people  from  being  foster  or  adop¬ 
tive  parents  and  a  substitution  of 
the  entire  bill  prohibiting  the 
Department  of  Human  Services 


stabbed  in  the  chest  and  the  other 
one’s  wallet  was  stolen.  It  is 
unclear  whether  there  is  any  con¬ 
nection  between  the  two  attacks. 

Both  of  the  men  with  stab 
wounds  were  hospitalized. 

John  Gillespi,  spokesperson 
for  the  Boston  Police  Department, 
said  there  is  no  evidence  the  men 
were  assaulted  because  they  were 
perceived  to  be  gay.  But  according 
to  a  man  who  witnessed  am¬ 
bulances  in  the  area,  a  trail  of 
blood  went  from  the  ambulances 
into  the  reeds  where  gay  men  have 
sex. 


from  “knowingly  placing”  any 
child  in  a  gay  home,  were  also 
dismissed  by  the  Human  Resources 
Committee.  The  substitution  bill 
was  also  taken  nearly  word-for- 
word  from  a  Massachusetts  source 
—  a  budget  amendment  against 
gay  foster/adoptive  parents  pass¬ 
ed  by  the  Massachusetts  House  on 
May  15. 

McCormick  attributed  the  bill’s 


defeat  to  the  broad  vocal  coalition 
that  opposed  it.  She  said,  “We 
learned  from  the  Massachusetts 
situation  to  pull  together  a  broad 
coalition.  They  didn’t  do  that  in 
New  Hampshire  and  they  lost.” 
New  Hampshire  passed  a  bill 
prohibiting  lesbian/gay  foster  and 
adoptive  parenting  earlier  this 
month. 

Among  those  who  testified 
against  the  bill  were  represent¬ 
atives  from  the  Maine  chapter  of 
the  National  Association  of  Social 
Workers.  Asherah  Cinnamon, 
executive  director  of  the  chapter, 
said  social  workers  fought  the 
measure  because  “it  did  not  take 
the  best  interest  of  the  child  as  the 
first  priority.”  She  added  that  the 
National  Association  has  a  policy 
which  “ethically  binds  social 
workers  to  work  against  practices 
of  discrimination,  including  that 
based  on  sexual  preference....” 

Continued  on  page  7 


*  ,  .of  64  cases  of 
child  abuse  reported  in  Maine, 
not  one  involved  a  gay  or 
lesbian  abuser. 


Fenway  Bashing 


Lesbian  Methodist  Minister 
Faces  Religious  Trial 

By  Kim  Westheimer 


GROVETON,  NH  —  A  lesbian 
minister  will  face  an  ecclesiastical 
trial  on  the  charges  that  she  is  a 
“self-avowed  practicing  homosex¬ 
ual.” 

Rose  Mary  Denman  was  ordain¬ 
ed  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  1981.  In  1984,  while  a 
minister  at  a  church  in  Conway, 
New  Hampshire,  Denman  realized 
she  was  a  lesbian.  In  January  of 
1985  she  took  a  leave  from  the 
church  and  moved  to  Portland, 
Maine. 

Denman  came  out  publicly  in 
1985  by  writing  some  stories  for 
Our  Paper,  a  Maine  lesbian  and 
gay  publication.  “1  got  wind  that 
someone  was  dying  to  put  a  copy 
of  the  paper  in  [Bishop  George 
Bashmore’s]  hands,”  said  Den¬ 
man.  “So  I  wrote  him  a  letter.” 
Denman  said  she  wanted  to  be  the 
first  to  tell  Bashmore,  who  super¬ 
vises  the  church  in  New  England, 
that  she  is  a  lesbian. 

Bashmore  responded  by  issuing 
a  letter  of  complaint  to  the  New 
Hampshire  Annual  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  at 
their  May  20  meeting  in  Groveton, 
New  Hampshire.  According  to 
Denman,  she  was  left  with  three 
options:  she  could  voluntarily 


withdraw  from  the  ministry,  she 
could  let  them  vote  as  to  whether 
she  should  remain  or  she  could  de¬ 
mand  an  ecclesiastical  trial. 

Denman  said  she  chose  to  go  to 
trial  because  of  the  publicity  it 
would  create.  “My  goal  is  to  raise 
enough  issues  so  some  minds  will 
have  been  opened  and  changed. 
I’m  not  looking  to  win  this  battle, 
but  to  win  the  war.” 

The  trial  will  consist  of  thirteen 
jurors  and  be  presided  over  by  a 
bishop.  Denman  will  be  allowed 
counsel  from  within  the  church 
and  an  outside  lawyer  as  an  ad¬ 
viser.  If  thirteen  “open-minded” 
clergy  can  be  found  from  within 
the  New  Hampshire  Conference, 
then  they  will  compose  the  jury.  If 
that  is  not  possible,  which  Den¬ 
man  said  is  likely,  jurors  may  be 
chosen  from  Massachusetts  or 
Maine. 

Despite  the  struggle  she  faces 
due  to  Bashmore’s  action,  Den¬ 
man  said  she  believes  the  Bishop 
“comes  to  this  issue  with  personal 
integrity.  He  really  believes  what 
he’s  arguing.  Yes,  it’s  homopho¬ 
bic,  but  not  with  malice.  He’s  not 
trying  to  hurt  me  personally.” 

Denman  will  be  the  first  minister 
to  be  tried  under  a  controversial 


policy  adopted  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  1984. 
According  to  the  policy,  “Since 
the  practice  of  homosexuality  is  in- 
compatible  with  Christian 
teaching,  self-avowed  practicing 
homosexuals  are  not  to  be  ac¬ 
cepted  as  candidates,  ordained  as 
ministers,  or  appointed  to  serve  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church.”  In 
addition,  the  new  rule  states  that 
ministers  are  bound  to  the  “prac¬ 
tice  of  fidelity  in  marriage  and 
celibacy  in  singleness.” 

Adoption  of  the  rule  followed 
contentious  debate  at  the  church’s 
general  conference,  held  once 
every  four  years.  Support  for  the 
policy  continues  to  be  far  from 
unanimous.  According  to  Richard 
Evans,  an  asistant  to  Bishop 
Bashmore,  the  rule  was  passed 
because  “of  the  mood  within  our 
society.  There’s  been  some 
consciousness  raising  of  gay  and 
lesbian  rights  and  some  backlash 
to  that  within  the  church.”  Evans 
would  not  comment  as  to  how  he 
or  Bashmore  felt  personally  about 
lesbian  or  gay  ministers.  Evans  did 
say  it  was  his  “supposition  that 
within  the  Council  of  Bishops 
there  may  be  some  difference  of 
Continued  on  page  7 


UK  Join 


NY  AIDS  Walk 


NEW  YORK  —  Surpassing  even  the  organizers’  expectations, 
participants  in  the  Second  Annual  AIDS  Walk  New  York  raised 
1.61  million  dollars  to  benefit  the  Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis 
(GMHC).  The  May  17  event  drew  an  estimated  12,000  par¬ 
ticipants. 

According  to  GMHC,  money  raised  will  go  to  AIDS  preven¬ 
tion  education  programs  and  comprehensive  support  services  for 
people  with  AIDS. 

— Kim  Westheimer 
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quote  of  the  week 

“Those  people  [Congress]  want  me,  but  they  can¬ 
not  touch  me  because  the  old  man  loves  my  ass.” 

— Lt.  Col.  Oliver  North  to  Felix 
Rodriguez,  a  "key  operative”  in  the  Contra  support 
system,  according  to  testimony  May  27  by  Rodriguez 
before  the  joint  Congressional  hearings  into  the  Iran- 
Contra  affair,  Boston  Globe,  May  28.  North’s  allusion 
to  the  "old  man”  apparently  refers  to  Reagan. 
Rodriguez  said  North  made  the  statement  to  him 
while  watching  a  Congressional  debate  on  television 
about  Contra  aid. 


conn,  house  defeats  rights  bill 
{gen  speaking  out  cited) 

HARTFORD,  CT  —  The  Connecticut  House  of 
Representatives  defeated  a  lesbian  and  gay  rights  bill 
via  a  tie  vote.  Last  minute  changes  of  votes  by  four 
Democrats  and  two  Republicans  contributed  to  the 
House’s  73-73  vote  on  May  12. 

The  bill  passd  the  House  earlier  this  year  79-68. 
The  Senate  passed  an  amended  version  which  ex¬ 
cluded  religious  schools  from  the  legislation’s 
jurisdiction. 

According  to  the  Washington  Blade,  Represent¬ 
atives  were  heavily  lobbied  by  the  state’s  Catholic 
Conference  and  the  Connecticut  Citizens  for  Decency 
(CCD),  a  statewide  fundamentalist  group.  Mary  Ann 
Pressamarita,  a  spokeswoman  for  CCD,  said  in  an  in¬ 
ter-  view  with  Lisa  Keen  of  the  Blade  that  she  opposed 
the  bill  because  gay  people  are  “80  percent  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  spread  of  AIDS,”  and  because  gay  “men 
just  drop  their  pants  in  bars  and  have  sex.” 

While  Pressamarita  acknowledged  she  had  not 
witnessed  such  sexual  acts,  she  said  she  had  read 
about  the  behavior  in  gay  newspapers.  She  cited 
GCA/’s  February  15  “Speaking  Out”  column  written  by 
Michael  Swift  of  Connecticut.  Swift’s  essay,  which  he 
described  in  the  preface  as  “madness,  a  tragic,  cruel 
fantasy,  and  eruption  of  inner  rage  on  how  the  op¬ 
pressed  desperately  dream  of  being  the  oppressor,” 
was  circulated  to  state  legislators.  Pressamarita 
made  particular  note  of  the  following  section  of  the 
essay:  “We  shall  sodomize  our  sons....  We  shall 
seduce  them  in  your  schools,  in  your  dormitories,  in 
your  gymnasiums,  in  your  locker  rooms .  . . .” 

GCN  currently  publishes  all  essays  sent  to  the 
“Speaking  Out”  column  except  personal  attacks. 

— Kim  Westheimer 


sex,  politics  &  the  law 

NEW  YORK  —  The  New  York  University  Review 
of  Law  &  Social  Change  has  recently  published 
several  articles  from  its  February  26, 1986  symposium 
on  “Sex,  Politics  and  the  Law:  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
Take  the  Offensive.”  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  33)  This 
edition  marks  the  first  time  a  law  journal  has  publish¬ 
ed  articles  both  by  lawyers  and  community  activists 
on  lesbian  and  gay  civil  rights  and  movement  organiz¬ 
ing  issues. 

The  publication  includes  a  “friend  of  the  court” 
brief  for  Bowers  v.  Hardwick,  drafted  by  Mary  Dunlap 
and  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Lesbian  Rights  Pro¬ 
ject,  Women’s  Defense  Fund  and  other  organizations; 
articles  by  poet  and  writer  Jewelie  Gomez,  historian 
John  D’Emilio,  social  psychologist  Gregory  Herek, 
and  attorney  and  law  professors  Nancy  Polikoff  and 
David  Richards. 

Also  in  this  issue  are  student  notes  on  the  use  of 
State  Constitutional  privacy  provisions  to  challenge 
sodomy  laws,  and  a  comparative  analysis  of  British 
and  American  political  and  legal  sodomy  law  reform 
movements.  Copies  of  the  symposium  issue  are 
available  for  $5.00  (check  or  money  order)  from  the 
NYU  Review  of  Law  &  Social  Change,  110  West  3rd 
Street,  New  York,  NY  10012. 

— Debra  Rothberg 


reagan  to  push  forced  hiv  testing 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  It  appears  that  Ronald 
Reagan,  in  a  speech  scheduled  for  May  31st,  will  ex¬ 
press  his  support  for  mandatory  HIV  testing  for  mar¬ 
riage  license  applicants  and  immigrants  seeking  per¬ 
manent  residence  in  the  United  States.  According  to 
the  New  York  Times,  while  Reagan  and  his  advisors 
are  still  in  the  process  of  formulating  his  basic  views, 
towards  AIDS,  there  is  apparently  a  pro-testing  bias 
on  the  part  of  the  President. 

The  Presidential  position  is  in  opposition  to  that 
of  Surgeon  General  C.  Everett  Koop,  who  fears  that 
mandatory  testing  could  drive  potential  AIDS  carriers 
away  from  the  health  care  system  and  thus  cause  fur¬ 
ther  spread  of  the  disease.  Reagan’s  strongest  sup¬ 
port  within  his  administration  comes  from  William  J. 
Bennett,  Secretary  of  Education,  who  also  advocates 
testing  of  hospital  patients  and  prisoners.  Another 
supporter  of  testing,  Gary  L.  Bauer,  a  chief  domestic 
policy  advisor  to  the  President,  was  quoted  as  saying 
that  the  Administration’s  position  should  be:  “Abs¬ 
tain  from  sex  now,  wait  for  your  future  husband  or 
wife,  marry  and  remain  faithful.” 

The  two  ideological  positions  came  into  direct 
conflict  recently  in  New  Hampshire  Governor  John 
Sununu’s  attempt  to  push  through  a  state  bill  requir¬ 
ing  HIV  testing  for  marriage  license  applicants.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Boston  Herald,  lobbying  by  represen¬ 
tatives  from  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  (GDC) 
undermined  its  support,  and  the  bill  was  finally  killed 
when  a  Republican  legislator  read  a  letter  in  opposi¬ 
tion  to  mandatory  testing  from  Surgeon  General 
Koop.  After  Reagan  was  informed  of  these  events,  he 
expressed  his  irritation  with  the  CDC  and  Koop,  and 
sent  a  letter  to  Sununu  stating  his  support  of  the  con¬ 
cept  of  pre-marriage  testing.  Vice-President  George 
Bush  also  supports  mandatory  testing. 

—Nancy  De  Luca 


more  women  seek  hiv  test 

NEW  YORK  —  According  to  the  New  York  Times, 
an  AIDS  testing  center  on  the  East  Side  of  Manhattan 
has  attracted  a  large  number  of  women  considered  to 
be  at  low  risk  for  HIV  infection.  Of  the  160  women  who 
were  tested  in  April,  none  tested  positive  for  exposure 
to  the  virus. 

Health  workers  interpret  this  trend  toward 
testing  as  indicative  that  concern  and  awareness 
about  AIDS  has  reached  a  new  high  in  the  heterosex¬ 
ual  community.  Most  women  who  were  tested  have 
had  several  sexual  partners  or  brief  affairs,  and 
sought  testing  prior  to  entering  a  new  relationship  or 
marriage. 

—Nancy  De  Luca 


man  kills  wife,  her  lesbian  lover 

TRUJILLO  ALTO,  Puerto  Rico  —  A  man  shot  and 
killed  his  wife  and  her  lesbian  lover  in  this  San  Juan 
suburb,  according  to  El  vocero,  one  of  Puerto  Rico’s 
most  widely  circulated  newspapers. 

The  attack  occurred  after  Isidore  Gonzalez 
Castillo’s  wife,  Emilia  Rivera  Santiago,  reportedly  in¬ 
sulted  him  for  turning  her  lover  away  from  their  home. 
Immediately  after  murdering  the  two  women,  the  man 
attempted  suicide. 

The  report  of  the  March  13  incident,  which 
covered  the  front  page  of  El  vocero  in  sensational 
style,  included  gruesome  photographs  of  Carmen 
Quinones  Gomez,  the  lesbian  lover  whom  the  report 
portrayed  as  causing  the  marital  breakup  and  “pro¬ 
voking”  the  murder/suicide.  The  reporter  was  careful 
to  point  out  that  the  two  women  were  wearing  mas¬ 
culine  clothing  at  the  time  of  the  incident,  and  he 
repeatedly  emphasized  the  husband’s  hard-working, 
upstanding  character. 

—  Todd  Hollister 


lawyers  disapprove  of  bowers  v. 
hardwick 

CHICAGO  —  A  poll  conducted  for  the  American 
Bar  Association  Journal  found  that  70  percent  of 
lawyers  responding  disapprove  of  the  Supreme 
Court’s  Bowers  v.  Hardwick  decision,  which  upheld 
state  laws  against  sodomy.  According  to  the  Ad¬ 
vocate,  67  percent  of  those  polled  in  the  Kane,  Par¬ 
sons  and  Associates  survey  believe  that  the  sodomy 
ruling  upset  the  Constitutional  right  to  privacy.  Fifty- 
seven  percent  believe  that  the  decision  will  make  anti¬ 
gay  discrimination  more  likely  and  that  states  should 
repeal  sodomy  laws. 

However,  two-thirds  of  the  lawyers  polled  do  not 
believe  that  discrimination  against  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  should  be  legally  prohibited. 

—Marc  Stein 


japan  will  not  jail  pwas 

TOKYO  —  Rites  of  Toronto  reports  that  the 
Japanese  government  has  abandoned  plans  to  jail 
people  with  AIDS  if  they  refuse  to  cooperate  with 
government  health  officials.  Japan  will  continue  its 
education  program  on  the  causes  and  prevention  of 
AIDS  and  will  push  for  more  HIV  antibody  testing. 

—Marc  Stein 


pride  in  boston  ’87 

BOSTON  —  The  lesbian/gay  Pride  Committee 
here  expects  a  record  turnout  of  over  40,000  people 
for  the  annual  march  and  rally  on  June  13.  Other  firsts 
for  the  committee  include  a  lesbian  and  gay  Pride  flag 
which  will  be  flown  over  City  Hail  and  a  corporate 
sponsor  for  the  march. 

The  flag  will  be  emblazoned  with  a  pink  triangle  and 
a  lavender  rhinoceros.  The  lavender  rhino  symbol  was 
used  in  Boston  13  years  ago  as  the  focus  of  a  lesbian 
and  gay  awareness  advertising  camaign  on  city  sub¬ 
ways.  According  to  Pride  literature,  the  rhino  was 
chosen  because  it  is  “a  much  maligned  beast  which, 
despite  being  a  gentle  vegetarian,  is  thought  of  as 
frightening.  Yet  it  only  attacks  when  provoked.” 

Digital  Equipment  Corporation  is  the  corporate 
sponsor.  According  to  Catherine  Lohr,  co-chair  of  the 
Pride  Committee,  corporate  sponsors  were  sought 
because  “what  we  do  needs  to  be  augmented  by  the 
private  sector.  We  don’t  necessarily  need  their  money 
and  we  didn’t  ask ....  the  gain  is  to  the  community  — 
that  there  is  a  corporation  that  can  be  open  where 
sexual  preference  is  not  cosidered  [in  the  job  applica¬ 
tion  process].” 

Speakers  at  the  rally  include  lesbian  lawyer 
Katherine  Triantafillou;  Kevin  Berrill,  National  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Task  Force  Violence  Project  Coord¬ 
inator;  Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense  Committe  member 
Mara  Math;  Robert  Jackson,  a  Black  Boston 
firefighter  who  recently  publicized  homophobia  in  the 
fire  department;  Paul  Cronan,  a  person  with  AIDS  who 
won  a  suit  against  employment  discrimination  at 
New  England  Telephone  Company;  John  and  Joseph¬ 
ine  Politano,  the  parents  of  a  gay  man  who  died  of 
AIDS;  Mark  Pfetsch,  a  local  man  with  AIDS;  Steven 
Michaelowski,  a  long-term  Boston  Pride  Committee 
member  who  has  AIDS;  Richard  Moore,  president  of 
the  New  England  Rainbow  Alliance  for  the  Deaf;  Sterl¬ 
ing  Stowell  of  Boston  Area  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth; 
and  Pamela  Slycord  from  the  Free  Sharon  Kowalski 
Committee  and  the  March  on  Washington.  Two 
“couples”  will  emcee  the  event:  Angela  Bowen  and 
Jennifer  Abod  along  with  Will  Hutchison  and  Kevin 
McFadden. 

This  year’s  Pride  day  will  begin  at  City  Hall  Plaza 
at  11:00  a.m.  The  march  will  start  at  noon  and  the  rally 
will  go  from  2  p.m.  to  6  p.m. 

— Kim  Westheimer 


•news  notes  compiled  by  Stephanie  poggi 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R 

Lund  & 

Associates,  P.  C. 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Platner  Barbara  Macy 

Michael  R. 

Harrington 

•  Criminal  Defense 

•  Estate  Planning 

•  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Business  Representation 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Relationship  Agreements 

•  Discrimination 

•  Civil  Litigation 

•  Probate  of  Estates 

•  Genneral  Practice  of  Law 

•  Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 

•  Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 

Boston,  MA  02115 

617-266-0760 

DO  YOU  KNOW  A  VICTIM  OF  VIOLENCE?^ 

Have  you  been  threatened,  harassed  or  assaulted?  On  the 
street,  job  pr  at  home?  By  strangers,  lover  or  family? 

The  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  (FCHC)  supported  by 
grant  from  Mass  Office  for  Victim  Assistance,  is  coordinating 
the  documentation  of  anti-gay/lesbian  violence. 

HELP  DOCUMENT  THIS  PROBLEM 

by  calling 

THE  VICTIM  RECOVERY  PROGRAM 
AT  FCHC. 

Complete  confidentiality  is  assured. 

FCHC  offers  short  &  long-term  individual,  couple  &  family 
counseling;  support  groups; 
advocacy;  and  referral 

Call  Lee  Ellenberg,  LICSW,  or 
Joyce  Collier,  LICSW,  at  267-7573 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  Group 
Counseling 

Call  247-4861,  ext.  58 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 
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A  Tribute  to 
Bobby  Reynolds 


Queers  “Grade”  State 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

WESTFIELD,  MA  —  A  state 
funded  home  for  people  with 
AIDS  began  operation  here  on 
May  14.  The  first  of  its  kind,  the 
facility  is  situated  on  a  200:acre 
portion  of  Western  Massachusetts 
Hospital.  The  house  is  being 
managed  by  the  Jewish  Family 
Services  Center  of  Springfield.  It 
was  a  formerly  a  superintendent’s 
home  in  a  now  defunct  tuberculo¬ 
sis  sanitorium. 

The  home  has  five  units  —  three 
for  individuals  and  two  for  family 
groups.  According  to  Bob  Abel,  a 
community  health  resource  spec¬ 
ialist  for  the  Department  of  Public 
Health,  family  units  are  defined 
“as  a  client  defines  family.”  The 
home  is  unique  because  it  is  geared 
towards  heterosexual  familes  as 
well  as  gay  clients  and  because  it  is 
staffed  24  hours  a  day,  noted 
Abel. 

While  intensive  medical  care  is 
not  provided  by  staff  at  the  home, 
clients  can  utilize  visiting  nurses 
programs.  More  intensive  care  is 
available  for  people  at  Western 
Massachusetts  Hospital,  the  only 
hospital  in  the  state  that  accepts 
people  with  AIDS  in  their  hospice 
care  program. 

To  enter  the  home  a  person 
must  have  a  medical  diagnosis  of 
AIDS  or  ARC  and  lack  a  viable 
alternative  living  situation  for 
whatever  reason.  “We’re  looking 
at  homelessness  from  a  different 
perspective,”  said  Abel.  “There’s 
financially  caused  homelessness 
and  emotionally  caused  homeless¬ 
ness.”  Clients  do  not  have  to  pay 
to  be  part  of  the  program. 

People  who  are  traditionally 
defined  as  homeless  can  tech¬ 
nically  be  clients  in  the  new  facility 
but  people  who  are  homeless,  or 
about  to  be  homeless,  due  to  AIDS 
are  more  likely  to  be  accepted. 
“Someone  who’s  been  living  on 
the  street  for  20  years  is  probably 
not  going  to  live  independently 
without  supervision,”  said  Larry 
Kessler,  executive  director  of 
Boston’s  AIDS  Action  Committee 
(AAC). 

The  AAC,  which  was  consulted 
in  the  initial  planning  stages  of  the 
Westfield  facility,  runs  two 
Boston-based  residences  for  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS.  While  these  homes 
are  staffed  during  the  day,  no  staff 
person  lives  in  them.  Kessler  said 


Bobby  Reynolds  (L)  and  Ron  Carey  march  in  1986  SF  Pride 
Parade.  Carey  has  lived  with  AIDS  for  more  than  5  years. 


By  RINK 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  One 
of  a  handful  of  people  with 
AIDS  (PWAs)  to  live  more 
than  five  years  after  diagnosis, 
Bobby  Reynolds  died  here  on 
April  27,  1987.  He  had  been 
diagnosed  in  March  of  1982. 

Bobby’s  legacy  to  other 
PWAs  and  to  the^ay  commun¬ 
ity  was  one  of  unrelenting  ac¬ 
tivism.  He  also  showed  that  he 
could  live  a  fulfilling  and  even 
pleasurable  life. 

Bobby  helped  organize  the 
first  San  Francisco  candlelight 
march  for  people  with  AIDS  in 
May  of  1983.  He  marched  with 
20  other  PWAs  behind  a  ban¬ 
ner  sporting  the  slogan 
“Fighting  for  Our  Lives.” 
Thousands  of  other  marchers 
with  candles  followed. 

Bobby  was  also  instrumental 
in  founding  a  national  organiz¬ 
ation  for  PWAs.  He  appeared 
at  rallies  and  memorial  ser¬ 
vices,  commented  at  hearings 
on  AIDS  issues  and  lobbied 
legislators  and  physicians.  He 
was  an  early  client  of  the  city’s 
Shanti  Project  for  PWAs  and 
was  serving  on  its  board  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

Bobby  was  often  forced  to 
defend  the  visibility  of  PWAs 
and  to  counter  efforts  to 
victimize  them.  Bobby  struggl¬ 
ed  against  gay  and  mainstream 
media.  Mayor  Dianne  Feins- 
tein’s  office,  gay  Republicans 
and  against  the  city’s  Pride 


Parade  Committee.  As  one  ex¬ 
ample  of  his  refusal  to  be 
silenced  or  labelled  a  victim, 
Bobby  worked  with  other 
PWAs  to  successfully  demand 
stage-time  at  the  1985  Pride 
March.  When  the  1986  Pride 
Committee  also  balked  at  al¬ 
lowing  PWAs  to  address  the 
rally,  Bobby  publicly  called 
for  a  boycott  of  the  post-march 
rally.  He  invited  Pride  march¬ 
ers  to  join  him  behind  the  Peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS  Alliance  banner 
and  with  the  sign,  “Why  do  we 
need  the  stage?  We  have  the 
Streets.”  By  the  end  of  the 
parade,  thousands  of  people 
had  massed  behind  the  banner 
in  solidarity  with  the  PWAs 
and  against  the  Pride  Commit¬ 
tee.  More  than  half  the  seats 
reserved  for  the  disabled  were 
left  empty  at  the  rally  site  — 
Bobby  and  his  friends  were  at 
alternative  events,  including 
picnics  and  house  parties. 

At  one  particular  scene  of 
appreciation  for  his  many 
achievements,  more  than  a 
thousand  spectators  at  the 
opening  game  of  1985’s  Gay 
Softball  League  gave  Bobby  a 
standing  ovation  when  he 
threw  out  the  first  ball  of  the 
season. 

The  memorial  service  for 
Bobby  was  a  celebration,  filling 
a  church  chapel  wall-to-wall  on 
May  8. 


Legislators 


The  legislators  then  received 
their  “marks.”  GLDC  member 
Laurie  Sherman  gave  an  “A”  for 
social  justice,  equality,  and  com¬ 
passion”  to  House  members 
voting  for  the  civil  rights  bill  and 
against  the  foster  care/adoption 
measure.  Koreen  McQuilton  pre¬ 
sented  an  “F”  for  the  causes  of 
human  justice”  to  legislators 
voting  against  lesbian/gay  parent¬ 
ing  and  civil  rights.  Those  casting 
votes  for  both  the  rights  bill  and 
the  homophobic  budget  amend¬ 
ment  received  (straight)  “Fs” 
from  Mara  Math  for  “Failure  to 
comprehend  ‘rights’  ”  and 
“Failure  to  recognize  the  full 
humanity  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men.” 

GLDC  also  announced  that  the 
National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force  will  be  publicizing 
Dukakis’  foster  care  policy  on  the 
national  level  as  he  pursues  the 
Democratic  nomination  for  presi¬ 
dent. 

The  GLDC  State  House  action 
also  brought  to  light  tensions  bet¬ 
ween  “activist”  and 
“cooperative”  strategies  in  advan¬ 
cing  lesbian/gay  rights  in  the  state. 
State  Representative  Mark  Roose¬ 
velt,  the  chief  sponsor  of  the  gay 
rights  bill,  and  Arline  Isaacson, 
Co-chair  of  the  Massachusetts 


Gay  and  Lesbian  Political  Caucus 
(MGLPC),  contacted  GLDC 
before  the  event  to  express  their 
concerns  that  such  a  public,  con¬ 
frontational  approach  to  the 
House  actions  could  undermine 
their  lobbying  efforts  for  the  civil 
rights  bill  in  the  state  Senate  and 
for  other  issues  in  the  future. 
Isaacson  told  GCN  that  GLDC’s 
original  plan  to  march  inside  the 
State  House  and  present  report 
cards  to  individual  House  mem¬ 
bers  “could  have  been  very  det¬ 
rimental”  to  MGPLC’s  work  in 
the  legislature.  She  remarked  that 
her  experience  has  shown  that 
many  law  makers  have  strongly 
negative  reactions  to  such  “con¬ 
frontational”  brands  of  political 
activity. 

While  acknowledging  that  some 
tension  has  existed  between  GLDC 
and  MGLPC  over  organizing 
priorities,  she  said  that  the  groups 
had  an  increasingly  cooperative 
relationship  and  that  the  State 
House  event  as  carried  out  was  not 
significantly  detrimental  to  the 
outcome  of  the  gay  rights  bill  in 
the  state  Senate.  Overall,  Isaacson 
stressed  the  value  of  a  broad  range 
of  roles  in  lesbian/gay  rights  work, 
from  the  “inside”  lobbying  of 
MGLPC  to  the  front-line  activism 
of  the  more  radical  GLDC. 


two  “chronically”  homeless  peo¬ 
ple  have  been  admitted  into  AAC 
residences.  “In  one  of  these  situa¬ 
tions  a  person  who  was  homeless 
was  deemed  functional  and  we 
were  able  to  get  him  in  one  of  our 
residences.  It  worked  well,”  said 
Kessler.  AAC  has  identified  at 
least  20  homeless  people  with 
AIDS  in  the  state. 

Kessler  and  Abel  assert  there  is  a 
need  for  shelters  specificially  for 
“chronically”  homeless  people 
with  AIDS.  Currently,  homeless 
people  with  AIDS  may  find  shelter 
in  Boston’s  traditional  homeless 
shelters  such  as  Rosie’s  Place  or 
the  Pine  Street  Inn,  but  they  are 
extremely  vulnerable  to  acquiring 
communicable  diseases. 

While  the  new  facility  is  not  yet 
filled  to  capacity,  Abel  said  the 
need  for  such  a  facility  is  clear. 
“Five  people  who  died  in  the  last 
six  months  died  in  a  hospital 
because  they  had  no  other  place  to 


go.  They  could  have  spent  that 
time  in  the  community.  ’  ’  Abel  also 
said  he  knew  others  who  could  use 
AIDS  shelters  including  a  family 
where  a  man  and  a  woman  had 
AIDS  as  well  three  out  of  four  of 
their  children.  “This  is  a  model 
prpject,”  said  Abel.  “In  the  next 
year  to  two  years  we’re  going  to 
need  more  programs  like  these.” 

Kessler  concurred  with  Abel’s 
assessment.  While  the  current 
facility  will  be  of  use  to  people  in 
the  Springfield  area,  such  a  pro¬ 
gram  is  also  needed  in  the 
Worcester  area  and  possibly  in 
greater  Boston.  AAC’s  residences, 
which  are  currently  filled  to 
capacity,  house  12  people.  Three 
people  are  currently  on  the  waiting 
list.  AAC  also  provides  rental 
assistance  for  some  people  with 
AIDS  who  cannot  afford  to  re¬ 
main  in  their  own  apartments 
without  financial  assistance. 


Boston  AIDS  Vigil 


BOSTON  —  In  conjunction  with  similar  vigils  across  the 
country,  approximately  800  people  joined  in  a  Memorial  Day 
tribute  to  people  who  have  died  of  AIDS.  The  candlelight  vigil, 
which  went  from  Government  Center  to  the  Cathedral  of  St.  Paul, 
was  organized  by  the  Pastoral  Concerns  Commitee  of  the  AIDS 
Action  Committee. 

At  the  Cathedral,  an  interfaith  service  was  held  in  honor  of 
the  dead  and  those  who  are  continuing  the  fight  against  AIDS. 
Rabbi  Ronne  Freedman  of  Brookline’s  Temple  Israel  led  the  ser¬ 
vice.  Speaking  about  “Noah’s  promise,”  Freedman  drew  parallels 
between  the  Biblical  forty-day  flood  and  the  AIDS  crisis. 

Emotions  peaked  at  the  service  when  participants  were  asked 
to  write  the  names  of  friends  and  relatives  who  have  died  of  AIDS. 

— Kim  Westheimer 


Mass. 

By  Dan  Page 

BOSTON  —  The  Boston-based 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense 
Committee  (GLDC)  issued 
“report  cards”  to  state  represen¬ 
tatives  at  a  press  event  on  May  27 
outside  the  State  House.  As  part  of 
the  GLDC’s  “Visibility  Cam¬ 
paign”  to  bring  the  demands  of 
lesbian  and  gay  liberation  to  a 
broad  audience,  the  noon-time  ac¬ 
tion  focused  on  the  contradiction 
between  the  House’s  77-65  passage 
of  a  lesbian/gay  civil  rights  bill  on 
May  6  and  the  chamber’s  94-56 
vote  May  15  to  ban  foster  care  and 
adoption  placements  with  les¬ 
bians,  gay  men,  and  bisexuals. 

After  congratulating  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  House  for  passing  the  gay 
rights  bill,  GLDC  member  Jade 
McGlueghlin  condemned  the 
foster  care/adoption  budget 
amendment  as  a  legislative  exten¬ 


Jade  McGleughlin  addresses  press  as  GLDC  members  Koreen  Mc¬ 
Quilton  (L)  and  Laurie  Sherman  (R)  hold  report  cards. 


sion  of  Governor  Michael  Dukak¬ 
is’  policy  banning  lesbian  and  gay 


foster  parents.  McGleughlin  stated 
the  GLDC’s  contention  that, 
“This  vicious  legislation  not  only 
denies  our  humanity,  it  attacks  our 
children  —  those  we  have 
biologically  parented,  adopted, 
fostered,  and  those  we  care  for 
every  day  throughout  the  social 
"service  system  in  this  state.”  She 
also  held  that  Dukakis’  apparent 
opposition  to  this  measure,  which 
closely  resembles  his  administra¬ 
tion’s  policy  on  the  issue,  is 
nothing  but  “cheap  political  op¬ 
portunism.” 


Shelter  for  Homeless  PWAs 
Opens  in  W.  Massachusetts 


Page  4  •  Gay  Community  News,  May  31-June  6,  1987 


Community  Voices 


GCN  JOB  OPENING 

Stephanie  Poggi,  CCN's  News  Editor,  will  be  moving  over  to  the  position 
of  Features  Editor.  So  now  we  need  a  new 

NEWS  EDITOR 

to  coordinate  the  news  department;  write  or  assign  to  other  staff  or  volunteer 
writers  articles  of  local  and  national/international  interest;  edit  news  copy;  and 
lay  out  news  pages  each  week.  Requires  strong  writing  and  editing  skills. 

All  CCN  positions  require  familiarity  with  gay  and  lesbian  community;  com¬ 
mitment  to  gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  and  collective 
decision-making;  and  an  awareness  of  class  issues. 

All  GCN  staff  members  receive  $  180/week  plus  4  weeks  paid  vacation, 
complete  health/life  insurance  and  sick  leave.  CCN  also  offers  staff  members 
a  flexible,  non-hierarchical  work  setting,  with  room  for  independence  and  in¬ 
novation. 

Send  resumes  and  writing  sample  by  June  8  tot 
GCN  Job  Search,  62  Bedtel^  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

GCN  strives  for  a  multi-racial  staff  and  board,  and  for  equal  representation  of  dykes  and  fags.  Cur¬ 
rently  our  staff  is  all  white,  with  four  men,  five  women,  and  one  position  unfilled.  Our  board  is 
comprised  of  two  men  of  color,  two  white  men  and  four  white  women, 


marxism  not  homophobic 


Dear  GCN: 

I  refer  to  Mr.  Robert  Halfhill’s  letter  in  GCN 
March  14-20,  1987  and  will  try  to  answer  (in  some 
of  his  difficult  terms)  with  no  animosity  and  for 
purposes  of  meaningful  dialogue. 

It  is  impossible  to  do  as  he, wishes,  to  speak  of 
Nicaragua  today  without  pointing  to  the  U.S., 
since  the  U.S.  spent  some  $800  millions  in  1986  to 
prop  up  puppet  governments  in  Central  America 
and  train,  arm  and  lead  a  mercenary  army  against 
Nicaragua.  This  aggression  is  open  contempt  of  a 
June  1986  World  Court  order  to  stop  a  genocidal 
war  costing  over  34,000  casualties  thus  far,  many 
of  whom  are  civilian  men,  women  and  children. 
Cities  like  Wiwili  have  been  bombed  by  U.S. 
planes;  cooperatives,  schools,  homes,  clinics 
savagely  machine  gunned  and  burned;  women 
and  children  raped  and  then  killed  by  “freedom 
fighters.”  By  comparison,  such  a  war  against  a 
country  like  the  U.S.  would  have  cost  2,700,000 
casualties.  Likewise,  the  suffering  of  the  people 
of  El  Salvador  (64,0(X)  civilians  murdered  or 
disappeared  and  30,000  combat  deaths  so  far) 
can’t  be  spoken  of  without  a  direct  indictment  of 
U.S.  imperialism. 

Some  of  the  arguments  Mr.  Halfhill  makes  are 
simplistic.  To  get  at  Nicaragua,  he  criticized 
Cuba,  then  quotes  from  the'Soviet  Constitution; 
it  is  all  East  vs.  West,  the  U.S.  vs.  Russia, 
Hollywood  style.  Cuba  wouldn’t  submit  to  the 
almighty  and  aggressive  empire  90  miles  from  her 
shores  nor  anyone  else;  both  Cuba  and  Nicaragua 
are  sovereign  nations  taking  orders  from  no  one. 
Quite  unlike  the  puppet  government  of  El  Sal¬ 
vador  or  Honduras. 

The  extent  to  which  a  socialist  society  allows 
free  discussion  depends  not  on  socialism  but  on 
the  level  of  political  consciousness  inherited  from 
the  bourgeois-led  society  preceding  socialism.  La 
Prensa  was  not  closed  down  because  of  “free 
discussions”  but  for  eulogizing  the  genocide  of  its 
own  people.  It  is  not  a  question  “if  La  Prensa  is 
funded  by  the  CIA,”  there  is  ample  and  uncon- 
testable  evidence  of  its  funding  through  a  CIA 
front  based  in  Panama.  From  the  planes’  logs, 
eyewitnesses,  documents,  CIA-manned  planes 
were  caught  loading  cocaine  in  Barranquilla  (Col¬ 
umbia)  and  smuggling  it  to  South  Florida  (US). 
Considering  the  bloody  war  they  endure,  the  San- 
dinistas  showed  exceptional  restraint  not  even  to 
jail  La  Prensa  editors. 

The  degree  to  which  the  U.S.  bourgeoisie  —  and 
its  two  main  parties,  republicans  and  democrats 
—  allows  free  speech  depends  not  on  the 
A.C.L.U.  but  on  the  ruling  class’  own  needs  to 
strengthen  its  grip  on  power.  It  is  naive  to  assume 
that  the  large  multinationals  controlling  the  mass 
media  and  molding  public  opinion  —  TV,  radio, 
movies,  even  school  textbooks  and  curricula  — 
will  let  any  genuine  opposition  air  its  views.  Fact 
is,  they  don’t;  and  they  do  harass,  layoff,  im¬ 
prison  and  murder  opponents.  There  is  neither 
“liberty  for  all”  nor  Santa  Claus:  in  bourgeois 
democracy,  a  slim  minority  (the  rich)  control 
political  power  (i.e.  legislators,  courts,  army, 
social  and  financial  institutions)  and  use  it  to  keep 
the  vast  majority  (i.e.  the  wage-slaves  of  the  rich) 
under  control:  the  dictatorship  of  the  bourgeoisie. 
Under  socialism,  the  roles  are  reversed,  and  the 
former  wage-slaves  control  power  and  use  it  to 
keep  the  bourgeois  as  much  under  their  heels  as 
possible. 

It  shouldn’t  surprise  us  that  a  homophobic, 
bourgeois-led  society  yields,  at  first,  to  a 
homophobic  socialist  society.  Rather  than  a 
perfect  state,  socialism  is  a  transition  to  com¬ 
munism,  which  consists  of  constant  revolution 
(shake  downs,  rectifications,  educating  the  peo¬ 
ple)  aimed  at  perfecting  things.  Social  vices  like 
racism  and  homophobia  may  take  generations 
and  much  educating  of  society  to  cure;  they  can’t 
be  eradicated  by  edict  (or  look  at  how  women  or 
Blacks  are  treated  in  the  U.S.  20  years  after  1964). 
Even  the  most  dedicated  revolutionaries  have 
bourgeois  concepts  and  prejudices  which  can  only 
be  changed  by  education. 


Marxism-leninism,  based  on  dialectical 
materialism,  is  by  essence  antidogmatic  and 
scientific;  it  follows  that  if  homosexuality  has  a 
scientific  explanation,  homophobia  can’t  be 
justified  in  terms  of  marxism.  But  to  cure 
homophobia,  under  both  capitalism  and  social¬ 
ism,  rests  not  only  on  the  rest  of  society,  but  on 
the  attitudes  of  the  gays  themselves.  Selfish, 
hedonistic  sexual  attitudes  (gay  or  straight)  have 
no  place  under  socialism.  No  one  preaches  chasti¬ 
ty  belts  impossible  to  enforce,  but  a  socially 
responsible  use  of  one’s  hetero-  or  homosexuality 
—  a  stand  already  maintained  by  most  church- 
based  gay  groups. 

One  of  Havana’s  best  theaters  was  renamed 
after  a  revolutionary  Spaniard  (who  was  also  a 
homosexual);  at  least  that  homosexual  wasn’t 
discriminated  against  by  the  Cubans. 

It  is  not  true  that  the  new  Nicaraguan  Constitu¬ 
tion  (1987)  bans  abortions;  but,  yes,  the  commer¬ 
cialization  of  medical  services  (abortions  includ¬ 
ed)  at  the  expense  of  the  public  is  prohibited. 

Socialism  is  not  just  a  federation  of 
cooperatives,  as  Mr.  Halfhill  points  out,  but  a 
state.  The  loose  federation  of  cooperatives  is  an 
anarchist  (and  utopic)  model  tried  by  Owens, 
Saint-Simon,  Fourier  and  others,  which  doesn’t 
work  for  two  reasons:  1)  external  factors  like 
the  need  to  combat  the  sure-to-come  bourgeois 
counter-revolution,  and,  2)  subjective  factors 
like  bourgeois  inherited  vices 
(veiled  racism,  homophobia,  work  and  social  at¬ 
titudes)  affecting  all  members  of  society  and 
which  can  only  be  cured  via  education;  both  fac¬ 
tors  require  a  strong  state  for  socialism  to  survive. 
(Read  Lenin’s  State  and  Revolution  or  Engels’ 
Anti-Duhring.) 

A  U.S.  workers’  revolution  couldn’t  possibly 
be  the  same. way  as  or  under  control  by  the  Soviets 
(despite  hay  sleepers  like  Amerika  the  boring): 
local  conditions,  the  level  of  social  and  industrial 
development,  consciousness  of  the  masses,  etc., 
are  all  unique.  Only  the  American  people,  no  one 
else,  can  make  an  American  revolution:  it  can’t  be 
imported  or  exported  (or  ask  Ronnie  how  suc¬ 
cessful  he  has  been  in  exporting  “revolution”  to 
Nicaragua  or  stopping  the  popular  war  in  El 
Salvador).  It’s  food  for  thought  if  countries  like 
the  U.S.  (or  West  Germany)  could  proceed  to  a 
more  advanced  socialism  folowing  a  proletarian 
revolution.  According  to  Marx,  the  answer  is  pro¬ 
bably  yes. 

I  would  summarize  by  saying  that  there  is  no 
marxist-leninist  base  for  homophobia,  but  such  is 
an  inheritance  from  pre-socialist  society  which 
must  be  overcome  (together  with  other  bourgeois 
prejudices);  but  to  overcome  it  is  not  the  sole 
responsibility  of  society,  but  also  of  the  homosex¬ 
uals. 

Finally  on  Plato  and  John  Stuart  Mill:  the  lat¬ 
ter  was  a  handsomely  paid  parasite  at  the  East  In¬ 
dia  Company,  an  unabashed  apologist  of  British 
imperialism  and  the  anti-Chinese  opium  wars. 
(Read  On  Liberty.)  Plato  opposed  even  the  thin 
Athenian  “democracy”  to  favor  a  yet  more  oli¬ 
garchic  state.  In  The  Laws  (tran.  by  T.J. 
Saunders,  Middlesex:  Penguin  Books,  1970: 
Book  6  pp.  257-259  and  Book  8  p.  346)  he  boasted 
that  “we’d  all  agree  that  a  man  should  own  the 
best  and  most  docile  slaves  he  can  get,”  not  to 
forget  a  docile  wife  and  hetaerae  (concubines); 
but  if  the  slave  is  not  docile,  “we  should  certainly 
punish  (him)  and  not  spoil  them  by  simply  giving 
them  a  warning  as  we  would  free  men.  Virtually 
everything  you  say  to  slaves  should  be  an  order.” 
Then  he  goes  on  to  specify  how  many  lashes  are 
due  slaves  for  “crimes”  like  taking  fruit  from  a 
tree  without  permission.  For  a  fuller  profile  of 
Plato,  read  The  Republic.  Mill  and  Plato,  two 
typical  pillars  of  bourgeois  freedom  and 
democracy. 

Sincerely, 

Ana  Lucia  Gelabert 
Gatesville,  TX 


adopt  both  pride 
slogans 

Dear  GCN: 

Canada  has  two  official  national  anthems. 
More  nationalist  Canadians  sing  O  Canada! 
while  those  with  Tory  leanings  emphasize  God 
Save  the  Queen.  This  dual  anthem  setup  allows 
diverse  Canadians  to  affirm  their  country  simul¬ 
taneously,  rather  than  to  the  exclusion  of  one 
another’s  sentiments. 

The  Pride  Committee  similarly  ought  to  adopt 
dual,  co-equal  slogans  for  this  year’s  Pride 
Celebration:  the  original  slogan,  “The  Harder 
We’re  Hit,  the  Stronger  We  Get,”  and  “Out  for 
Good.”  Both  themes  encompass  feelings  deeply 
held  by  different  members  of  the  community. 
Both  themes  are  valid  and  ought  to  be  celebrated 
simultaneously  rather  than  one  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  other. 

While  some  will  object  to  any  use  of  the 
original  slogan,  a  dual  slogan  is  the  best  approach 
to  this  issue  as  it  entails  the  least  amount  of  bad 
feelings  overall.  Those  who  are  uncomfortable 
with  the  original  theme  can  choose  to  celebrate 
under  the  “Out  for  Good”  theme.  Those  who  feel 
more  compelled  by  “the  Harder  We’re  Hit,  the 
Stronger  We  Get,”  as  I  am,  will  not  be  left  out  in 
the  cold. 

It’s  true,  as  has  been  said  by  opponents  of  the 
original  theme,  that  “our  sources  of  strength  do 
not  lie  in  their  hitting  us  and  in  our  fighting  back, 
but  rather  in  each  of  us  and  (in)  the  communities 
we  create.” 

But  it’s  also  true  that  unprecedented  assaults 
upon  us  —  AIDS,  political  reaction,  and  physical 
violence  to  name  just  three  —  have  mobilized  us 
to  develop  our  strengths  and  to  affirm  life,  love 
and  community  to  degrees  which  we  probably 
wouldn’t  have  otherwise.  Indeed,  some  of  the 
best  historical  examples  of  selfless  civilian 
heroism  have  occurred  in  times  of  war,  and  our 
“wars”  are  no  exception.  No,  the  assaults  upon  us 
are  not  the  sources  of  our  strength,  but  they  are 
major  catalysts  of  our  strength. 

The  bottom  line  of  the  original  theme  is  enor¬ 
mously  positive:  “the  Stronger  We  Get.”  This  is 
the  real  story  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  in 
1987;  many  of  us  want  to  celebrate  this  wonderful 
reality  with  these  affirming  and  empowering 
words. 

Do  the  words  “The  Harder  We’re  Hit,  the 
Stronger  We  Get”  put  us  at  increased  risk  of 
physical  violence?  These  words  certainly  are 
“provocative,”  as  has  been  charged.  However, 
it’s  more  likely  that  these  words  will  provoke 
many  of  us  who  are  unaccustomed  to  community 
involvement  or  self-defense  to  become  more 
readily  disposed  to  both.  Not  only  is  this  theme 
most  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  Stonewall,  but 
because  it  is  so  provocative  in  a  positive  way,  it’s 
urgently  needed  for  the  crises  we  face  in  1987. 

It’s  understandable  that  some  people’s 
negative  associational  buttons  are  pushed  by 
anything  suggesting  hitting.  They  are  coming 
from  places  of  hurt,  and  they  should  feel 
comfortable  in  celebrating  the  “Out  for  Good” 
theme  as  I  feel  in  celebrating  the  .  .Stronger 
We  Get”  theme. 

The  Pride  Committee  should  be  creative  and 
adopt  both  slogans  as  the  official  themes.  (In¬ 
dividuals  and  groups  should  also  remember  that 
they  are  free  to  celebrate  whichever  theme  they 
like,  whether  officially  sanctioned  or  not.) 
Sincerely  yours, 

Michael  Scully 
Allston,  MA 


March  on  Washington 
Update 

Everyone  is  welcome  to  attend 
two  upcoming  Boston  meetings  to 
plan  for  the  October  11  March  on 
Washington: 

•  The  Boston  March  on 
Washington  Steering  Commit¬ 
tee  will  meet  June  10  at  7:30 
p.m.  in  the  Piemonte  Room 
in  City  Hall. 

•  A  Community  Planning 
Meeting  will  be  held  June  17 
at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  Piemonte 
Room  in  City  Hall. 

For  more  information,  call  (617) 
442-9597. 

Also  of  note:  The  Boston  March 
on  Washington  Committee  is  look¬ 
ing  for  a  full  time  organizer  to  start 
July  1.  The  salary  is  $325/week. 
Resumes  must  be  sent  by  June  15  to 
the  Boston  March  on  Washington 
Committee,  Suite  790,  104  Charles 
Street,  Boston,  Massachusetts  02114. 
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Community  Voices 


Novus  Nomen? 


‘Don't  fuck  with  the  name,  or  else!" 


As  we  enter  our  fifteenth  year  of 
publication,  plans  are  underway  for 
a  major  graphic  re-design  oi  GCN. 
As  a  part  of  this  overhaul,  and  in 
response  to  concern  that  the  name  is 
not  inclusive  of  dykes  (who  make 
up  50%  of  our  readership),  we’re 
considering  renaming  the  paper  — 
perhaps  to  Gay  and  Lesbian  Com¬ 


munity  News,  or  something  com¬ 
pletely  different. 

This  is  your  community  paper;  be 
a  part  of  the  decision-making  pro¬ 
cess.  Send  us  letters,  comments, 
ideas  and  suggestions  to:  GCN 
Name  Change?  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


Features  Party 

We’re  throwing  a  bit  of  a  bash  to  welcome  Stephanie  Poggi  to  her  new  position 
as  Features  Editor,  and  to  give  best  wishes  to  our  out-going  Kulchur  Kvyeen, 
Loie  Hayes.  Ali  past,  current  and  future  GC/Vers  are  welcome  to  attend.  We’ll 
supply  the  dance  tapes,  you  bring  something  to  munch  or  drink.  It’s  ail  happen¬ 
ing  at  62  Berkeley  St.,  7  p.m.,  this  Wednesday,  June  3. 


document  govt, 
inadequacies 

Dear  GCN: 

The  AIDS  epidemic  is  real.  Almost  every  day 
people  are  dying  of  AIDS  and  many  more  are 
testing  positive  to  the  virus.  A  conservative  es¬ 
timate  that  3  million  people  have  already  been  ex¬ 
posed  to  the  HI  V  virus  is  indeed  just  that  —  a  con¬ 
servative  estimate.  Still,  with  all  of  these  statistics 
and  facts,  research  for  treatment  or  cure  in  this 
country  is  unjustifiably  limited.  Is  the  AIDS 
epidemic  going  to  become  a  composite  of  the 
political,  economic,  and  social  war  of  the  ’80s 
that  Viet  Nam  was  in  the  ‘70s?  How  many  people 
will  die  before  capitalist  institutions  are  satisfied? 
To  what  degree  will  super-powers  flex  their 
muscles  for  the  sake  of  glory?  How  many  political 
platforms  will  benefit  from  the  AIDS  issues? 
When  will  the  general  public  reach  the  social  con¬ 
sciousness  necessary  to  invoke  changes  in  govern¬ 
ment,  FDA,  and  AMA  policies  imperative  for  ad¬ 
vancing  research? 

We,  the  people  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  pay  our  government  for  the  privileges 
of  safety  and  well-being.  Not  only  is  it  our  right  to 
demand  these  privileges  but  also  our  responsibil¬ 
ity  to  voice  our  disapproval  when  these  rights  are 
being  impeded.  We  can  no  longer  remain  silent. 
We  must  unite  and  become  that  voice  of  a  people 
unintimidated  by  existing  money,  power,  or 
social  structure. 

To  do  so  we  must  begin  by  compiling 
documentation  of  the  inadequacies  exercised  in 
dealing  with  this  epidemic  by  the  government, 
FDA,  AMA  and  other  institutions.  We  are  aware 
of  many  of  these  inadequacies.  For  example: 

1.  What  has  happened  to  the  millions  of 
dollars  allocated  by  our  government 
almost  two  years  ago  for  AIDS  research? 

2.  Why  has  research  in  Israel  and  other 
countries  been  halted  when  clinincal 
evidence  from  experimental  drug  interven¬ 
tion  has  shown  significant  promise? 

3.  Why  do  successful  and  promising  drugs 
in  this  country  need  to  wait  months  and 
even  years  before  receiving  approval  by 
the  FDA  for  clinical  experimental  use? 

4.  Why  are  there  no  protocol  studies  for 
early  stage  AIDS  victims? 

We  are  reaching  out  to  you  and/or  your 
organization  to  help  us  investigate  these  and 
many  other  questions.  However,  speculations  can 
only  work  against  us.  We  need  facts.  Can  you 
help?  All  information  received  will  be  classified 
as  either  political,  economial,  psychological, 
social,  or  medical. 

We  are  a  group  of  concerned  citizens.  We 
believe  that  the  only  way  there  will  be  major 
changes  in  policies  is  by  confronting  the  govern¬ 
ment  with  a  legitimate  platform.  Our  major  goal 
is  to  organize  a  protest  on/at  a  national  level. 
That  is,  we  hope  to  be  able  to  manifest  a  demon¬ 
stration  in  every  major  city  in  this  country 
simultaneously.  Our  target  date  is  mid-late 
August  ’87.  We  need  your  help.  If  you  or  so¬ 
meone  you  know  in  your  area  is  willing  to  commit 
him/herself  to  this  end  please  get  in  touch  with 
us.  We  are  the  people  of  a  country  in  which  the 
people ‘s  voice  must  be  heard. 

We  thank  you  for  your  co-operation  with  us 
and  appreciate  all  that  you  have  done  and  are  do¬ 
ing  for  the  victims,  families,  and  friends  of  this 
epidemic. 

Sincerely, 

T.H.E  P.E.O.P.L.E. 

(The  Holocaust  Epidemic:  People  Expressing 
Our  Principals  and  Legal  Exjjectations) 

P.O.  Box  24894 

Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL  33307 


the  context  of 
jerker  quote 

Dear  GCN: 

If  the  Devil  has  ways  to  quote  Scripture,  then 
the  F.C.C.  seems  to  have  a  similar  ability  to 
distort  —  or  at  least  diminish  —  what  gay 
playwrights  say.  Pleasant  as  it  was  to  see  an  exc¬ 
erpt  from  Robert  Chesley ’s  play  Jerker  prominent¬ 
ly  featured  on  your  cover  (5/17-23),  I  would  like 
to  put  the  words  in  their  proper  context,  dramatic 
and  political. 

The  passage  which  the  F.C.C.  found  obscene 
comes  from  Scene  IX  of  Jerker,  and  is  spoken  by 
JR,  a  parapalegic  Vietnam  vet.  The  larger  context 
of  the  scene  is  that  he  is  trying  to  comfort  his 
phone-sex  partner,  Bert,  who  is  distraught, 
angry,  and  confused  by  the  imminent  death  of  a 
friend  with  AIDS.  As  Bert  struggles  to  make  some 
sense  of  his  sexual  past,  JR  says: 

I  was  in  Viet  Nam.  I  don’t  want  to  talk 
about  that  now,  except  to  say  I  nearly  died 
there.  And  for  what?  What  would  have 
been  the  purpose?  Greed,  stupidity,  that’s 
what  1  gave. .  .a  part  of  my  life  for.  And 
some  of  the  things  I  saw  there,  I  still  see 
them  sometimes  when  1  close  my  eyes:  like 
they  were  so  terrible,  so  evii,  they  burned 
into  my  eyes  and  I’ll  see  them  as  long  as  1 
live.  I’m  not  going  to  tell  you  about  them. 

1  don’t  tell  anyone.  But  take  my  word .... 

I  just  wanna  say:  I  know,  1  saw 
what. .  .“immoral”  means,  1  learned 
what  “immoral”  means.  And  that’s  why 
nobody  but  nobody  tells  me  I'm  immoral 
if  I  love  a  man,  if  I  love  a  hundred  men  in 
one  night:  if  I  love  sucking  ass,  if  /  love 
licking  boots,  if  I  love  taking  piss  from  a 
guy’s  cock,  or  if  I  have  a  cfuickie  blow  job 
in  the  Union  Square  men 's  room:  all  that  is 
good:  ready,  truly  basically  good. 
Something  in  me  knows  that,  knows  that 
it’s  just  the  exact  opposite  of  the  evil  I’ve 
seen. 

By  ripping  the  italicized  passage  from  the  rest  of 
the  speech  (not  to  mention  the  rest  of  the  scene 
and  play),  the  F.C.C.  commits  its  own  act  of 
obscenity,  falisifying  the  character’s  politics  and 
emotional  life. 

It’s  been  a  rewarding  experience  to  direct  and 
co-produce  Jerker  here  in  New  York,  and  to  guide 
the  production  through  150  performances  (we 
continue  through  July  26).  It’s  been  particularly 
satisfying  to  see  how  much  the  play  has  given 
back  not  only  to  gay  men  but  to  women  and 
(gasp!)  straight  men  as  well.  I  hope  GCN  readers 
who  may  be  planning  to  visit  New  York  in  the 
next  two  months  will  consider  coming  to  see 
Jerker. 

Best, 

Nicholas  Deutsch 
Helping  Hand  Productions 
New  York,  NY 


GCN  prints  all  letters  to  the  editor  except  per¬ 
sonal  attacks;  carbon  copies  of  ietters  sent 
elsewhere  are  published  on  a  space-availabie 
basis.  Letters  do  not  necessariiy  reflect  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Letters 
should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED 
limited  to  THREE  typed  pages.  Send  to 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


april  mobilization  a 
step  forward 

Dear  GCN: 

1  just  read  the  two  articles  in  the  May  10-16 
issue  on  the  April  Mobilization  for  Justice  and 
Peace  in  Central  America  and  Southern  Africa. 
As  national  coordinator  for  the  mobilization,  and 
as  a  lesbian  I  was  particularly  concerned  about 
how  the  gay /lesbian  community  could  be  involv¬ 
ed  in  this  effort.  Those  of  us  who  believe  that  it 
makes  sense  to  tie  various  issues  together  and  to 
bring  into  unified  action  different  parts  of  the 
progressive  movement  found  a  serious  challenge 
in  this  mobilization.  It  was  clear  from  the  get-go 
that  the  focus  of  the  April  Mobilization  was  U.S. 
policy  in  Central  America  and  Southern  Africa 
and  that  many  other  critically  important  issues 
would  not  get  the  attention  they  might  deserve. 

While  it  was  far  from  perfect,  it  seemed  to  me 
to  be  a  step  forward  for  this  particular  national 
coalition  (led  by  religious  and  labor  forces)  to 
recognize  the  need,  if  only  in  a  minimal  way,  to 
make  some  connections  to  other  social  and  pol¬ 
itical  movements.  The  fact  that  several  varied 
movements  had  speakers  throughout  the  morning 
program  and  the  fact  that  there  was  agreement  to 
have  contingents  in  the  march  from  different 
struggles  actually  represented  a  positive  step.  It 
would  be  both  naive  and  silly  of  me  to  suggest 
that  it  represented  a  large  step,  or  that 
homophobia  has  been  eliminated  from  within  the 
ranks  of  the  peace  and  anti-intervention 
movements. 

I  was  surprised  to  learn  that  the  lesbian/gay 
contingent  ended  up  at  the  rear  of  the  march  on 
April  25th.  The  plans  were  to  have  this  contingent 
in  the  middle  of  the  march  —  a  placement  which 
would  have  signalled  greater  respect  for  the  les¬ 
bian/gay  community.  I  am  still  not  completely 
clear  on  where  the  plans  broke  down  and  why  the 
gay /lesbian  contingent  ended  up  at  the  end  of  the 
march.  Of  course,  “someone  has  to  march  at  the 
end,”  but  it  was  never  in  the  plans  to  have  this 
contingent  fill  that  slot. 

On  behalf  of  those  of  us  who  worked  on  this 
mobilization  I  want  to  apologize  to  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community  for  the  contingent  ending  up 
at  the  rear,  and  for  anything  else  that  might  have 
implied  a  less  than  serious  appreciation  of  the 
gay /lesbian  movement  and  struggle. 

Yours  for  peace  and  justice, 

Leslie  Cagan 
New  York,  NY 


someone  has  to 
do  something 

Dear  GCN: 

1  was  wondering  could  you  be  of  help  to  me 
with  this  terrible  matter.  1  am  on  lockdown  [isola¬ 
tion]  because  an  officer  assaulted  me  and  1 
defended  myself.  When  1  was  scheduled  to  appear 
before  the  board  for  sentencing,  they  denied  me 
my  rights  to  attend  my  hearing.  They  sentenced 
me  to  9  months  without  hearing  my  version. 

It  was  definitely  unjust.  1  have  been  trying  to 
reach  someone,  a  lawyer  etc.  concerning  this  but 
it  seems  my  mail  hardly  ever  leaves  this  place.  1 
have  to  use  other  prisoners’  names  on  the  return 
to  get  messages  out. 

Our  warden  is  very  unfair.  She  treats  us  as  if  we 
were  not  human  beings.  We  never  get  a  chance  to 
see  her  or  to  speak  with  her.  When  we  write  her 
concerning  a  matter,  she  never  answers. 

The  officers  in  this  place  are  worse  than  the 
prisoners.  They  lie,  steal,  connive,  and  threaten 
the  inmates  with  isolation  if  they  see  us  together, 
but  then  the  officers  get  away  with  it.  It’s  all 
wrong. 

Is  there  a  way  you  can  put  this  in  your  paper.  I 
feel  it  will  make  our  Warden  try  to  at  least  come 
into  population  and  speak  with  a  few  of  us.  This 
will  mean  so  much. 

Thank  you  more  than  you’ll  ever  know, 

Yolanda  McCoy 
PO  Box  535 
Jessup,  MD  20794 

all  of  a  sudden 
everyone’s  busy 

Dear  GCN: 

Permit  me  to  introduce  myself.  My  name  is 
Joseph  Cortez  Moon.  At  the  present  time  I  am  in¬ 
carcerated  in  Ohio  and  this  is  a  very  lonely  state  of 
being  for  any  human  to  go  through  with  people 
lacking  compassion  and  care.  It  seems  that  all  you 
have  to  do  is  bring  up  the  name  of  a  place  such  as 
this  and  everyone  all  of  a  sudden  becomes  very 
busy  or  they  just  lack  the  need  to  show  that  they 
are  human  towards  such  people  as  myself.  1  am 
sure  that  at  some  time(s)  in  your  life  you  have 
known  loneliness  and  needed  someone  to  talk  to 
and  there  was  no  one  there... 

Well,  1  am  a  black,  male  homosexual  and 
found  your  address  in  a  bulletin  and  would  like  to 
know  how  to  go  about  getting  your  publication 
and  if  you  have  a  program  for  people  meeting 
each  other.  This  place  has  left  me  with  a  vacant 
empty  feeling  inside.  1  hope  to  hear  from  you 
soon. 

Respectfully, 

J.  Cortez  Moon 
Box  69  —  177255 
London,  OH  43140 


Unprecedented  Adolescent. 

In  June  of  1973,  Gay  Community  News 
was  brought  into  this  world.  Wide-eyed 
and  eager  to  give  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  its  first  Oveekly  journal  of 
information.  Provocation.  Celebration. 

Now  entering  our  fifteenth  year,  GCN  is 
still  precocious.  Ahead  of  its  time. 

Willing  to  explore  tough  topics. 

Prod  sacred  cows.  Question  “authorities.” 

So  don^t  get  your  news  from  pre-pubescent 
sources.  Subscribe  now  and  save  seventeen 
bucks  off  the  newsstand  price. 


Okay,  GCN.  Don’t  baby  me.  Send  me  Gay 
Community  News. 

Name _ Aid  (dress. 

City _ State 


□  New  Subscription 

□  Renewal 


1  year  $33 
25  weeks  $20 
25  weeks/low  income  $1 2 
I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner. 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
which  are  greatly  appreciated 

Mail  to  GCN  Subscriptions.  62  Berkeley  Street.  Boston.  MA  021 1 6 
GCN  IS  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundabon 
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PLEASE  NOTE; 

Purchase  Tickets  Only  at 
Authorized  Outlets  or 
from  Chorus  Members 


SATURDAY,  JUNE  6, 1987  -  8  PM 

JORDAN  HALL  AT  N.E.  CONSERVATORY 

TICKETS  $10,  8  &  6 

AVAILABLE  AT  JORDAN  HALL  BOX  OFFICE  536-2412 
GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE  ■  BOSTIX 
SIGN  LANGUAGE  INTERPRETED 

POST-CONCERT  RECEPTION  AT  THE  PARKER  HOUSE 


Pride  Celebrations,  Inc.,  The  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance, 
and  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Speakers  Bureau 
Present 


TOWN 

MEETING 


KEYNOTE  SPEAKER:  AUTHOR  and  PLAYWRIGHT 

LARRY  KRAMER 

Founder  of  Gay  Mens  Health  Crisis,  author  of  “Faggots”  and  'The  Normal  Heart” 

on 

“The  Politics  of  AIDS: 

The  Genocide  of  a  Community” 


Also 

City  Councillor  David  Scondras 
and  The  Honorable  Elaine  Noble 

Musical  entertainment  by 

The  Boston  Gay  Mens*  Chorus 

and  others  to-  be  announced 

CANDLELIGHT  MARCH  TO  A  RALLY  AT  THE  STATE  HOUSE 

Wheelchair  accessible  •  For  further  information  call  265-0348 


More  Fire!  makes  more  sex  satire 


NY  Dyke  Theater 


Beyond  Bedlam.  By  Robin  Eps¬ 
tein.  Directed  by  Epstein  and  An¬ 
drea  Dorman.  With  Epstein,  Dor¬ 
man,  Lynn  Keeton,  Yolanda  Haw¬ 
kins,  Holly  Zox,  Emily  Rubin  and 
Mary  Neufeld.  Presented  by 
MORE  FIRE!  Productions.  Univ¬ 
ersity  of  the  Streets,  New  York  Ci¬ 
ty.  Through  May  2. 

By  Susie  Day 

All  during  these  Reagan  years 
while  we  girls  of  Gay  America  were 
getting  on  with  our  lesbian  lives, 
Robin  Epstein  has  been  carving 
out  her  own  theater  tradition  on 
Manhattan’s  Lower  East  Side. 
Epstein  has  written,  directed,  pro¬ 
duced,  and  performed  in  seven 
Jewish/lesbian/ feminist /New 
Wave  comedies  since  she  co¬ 
founded  MORE  FIRE!  Produc¬ 
tions  in  1980.  “Beyond  Bedlam,’’ 
Epstein’s  eighth  play,  which  she 
directed  with  Andrea  Dorman, 
opened  April  9  at  the  University  of 
the  Streets  in  New  York  City.  Billed 
as  a  “dark  comedy  about 
romance,  lies,  and  deception  in  a 
women’s  theater  company,’’ 
“Beyond  Bedlam’’  attempts  to 
describe  the  maniacally  self- 
involved  lives  of  women  artists  of 
the  Counter  Culture,  who,  in  re¬ 
cent  years,  have  transmuted  hope¬ 
less  longing  for  the  Revolution  in¬ 
to  hopeless  longing  for  True 
Romance. 

Robin  Epstein  couldn’t  have 
written  about  Bedlam  without,  in 
some  sense,  having  been  there. 
This  is  a  critical  observation  for 
which  you  don’t  need  a  diploma: 
the  central  character  of  “Beyond 
Bedlam”  is  named  Robin,  and 
Robin  Epstein’s  name  is  “Robin”; 
“Robin”  runs  a  women’s  theater 
troupe,  and  Robin  Epstein.runs  a 
women’s  theater  troupe.  In  fact, 
the  great  charm  of  “Beyond  Bed¬ 
lam”  lies  in  its  semi-autobio- 
graphical  sincerity.  The  play  seems 
to  have  been  written  with  a  fren¬ 
zied,  “man,  did  that  really  hap¬ 
pen!”  sort  of  incredulity.  Clearly, 
Epstein  has  put  a  lot  of  life  into  her 
art  —  and  probably  vice  versa. 

“Bedlam”  is  the  name  of  a 
small  Pennsylvania  town  where 
Robin  (a  role  Ms.  Epstein  was 
born  to  play)  has  taken  her  Canar- 
sie  Touring  Company,  in  order  to 


“see  what  everybody  else  is  like” 
outside  of  New  York  City.  The 
real  reason  for  going  to  Bedlam, 
however,  is  Robin’s  openly  secret 
crush  on  an  indigenous  young  les¬ 
bian  named  Gabrielle,  who  goes 
for  regular  check-ups  to  a  psychic 
and  has  remained  celibate  for  the 
last  five  years,  to  keep  herself  pure 
for  Perfect  Love.  These  are  qual¬ 
ities  that  motivate  the  rest  of  the 
Canarsie  Company  to  think  of 
Gabrielle  as  “a  loser.” 

Consciously  endangering  a  years- 
old  monogamous  relationship 
with  her  lover  back  in  New  York, 
Robin  divides  her  time  between 
hot  spiritual  communions  with 
Gabrielle  and  nightly  perfor¬ 
mances  at  the  Bedlam  Arts  Centre. 
Meanwhile,  back  at  the  cast, 
backstage  resentment  is  growing. 
“Face  it  —  it  won’t  work,”  one  of 
the  company  tells  Robin,  in  a 
useless  effort  to  stem  the  oncom¬ 
ing  disaster,  “You’re  a  water  sign 
and  she’s  an  air  sign.  Together  you 
make  fog.” 

But  Robin  isn’t  the  oniy  one 
with  an  Impossible  Dream.  Rebec¬ 
ca  (played  by  Andrea  Dorman)  is  a 
troupe  member  deeply  in  lust  with 
the  unreciprocating  Debbie 
(played  by  Lynn  Keeton),  a  het¬ 
erosexual  who  has  unique  prob¬ 
lems  in  coping  with  her  earthly  ex¬ 
istence:  “If  I  act  in  enough  plays, 
they’ll  let  me  go  back  to  my  own 
planet.”  Add  to  these  intrigues  a 
few  other  peripheral  romantic 
obsessions,  and  Bedlam  becomes 
a  place  lousy  with  sexual  tension. 
All  the  while,  of  course,  the  show- 
within-a-show  must  go  on. 

Without  the  political  wrath  and 
conviction  that  would  have  pow¬ 
ered  it  a  few  years  ago,  the  all¬ 
woman  company  works  to  merge 
the  security  of  a  textbook 
Elizabethan  past  with  a  deliriously 
uncertain  present.  They  present 
post-modernist  scenes  entitled, 
“Shakespeare  on  the  Beach”  and 
“Romeo  Meets  Cagney  and 
Lacey”  in  which  pop  culture  col¬ 
lides  with  Shakespearian  stanzas 
that  are  randomly  delivered  in  Yid¬ 
dish.  Although  the  scenes  appear  at 
first  to  be  arty  deconstructions  of 
reality,  they  gradually  make  the 
audience  aware  that  everybody  in 


Continued  on  page  10 

HELP  US  klAKE  AH  liViPRESSiOFr~ 

ON  NEW  ENGLAND! 

JOIN 

FROM  ALL 
WALKS  OF  LIFE 

a  pledge  walk  to  benefit  AIDS  care  &  research 


SUNDAY,  MAY  31, 1987 
WE  WANT  YOU! 

Help  us  create  a  visible  and  powerful  profile  of  the  gay  community's 
support  of  those  in  need.  Commit  your  organization,  business  A 
or  social  group  to  walking  &  carrying  your  banner  high! 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  ^ 

Liz  Page  or 
Richard  Giglio 
AIDS  Action  Committee 
661  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 
266-6906, 

437-6200 


JEAN  A.  McCRAY 

Attomey-at-Law 

40  Trapelo  Road  529  Newbury  Stj 

Belmont,  MA  02178  '  Boston,  MA  02215 

484-8383   266-83.5.3 
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The  making  of  a  gay  student  activist 

Big  (Gay)  Man  on  Campus 


By  Bruce  Sesnovich 

Late  one  night  of  my  fourteenth 
year,  I  realized  with  a  certain 
amount  of  amazement  that  the 
fact  I  was  in  love  with  my  male 
cousin  made  me  a  “homosexual.” 
This  was  something  of  a  revela¬ 
tion,  because  I  had  never  before 
associated  that  word  with  the 
vague  and  visceral  stirrings  that 
thoughts  of  other  boys  evoked. 

What  I  remember  most  about 
that  night  is  how  unfazed  I  was  by 
the  realization,  and  the  earnest 
simplicity  with  which  I  initially  ac¬ 
cepted  it.  “The  important  thing  is 
not  whether  you  love  a  boy  or  a 
girl,  but  that  you  love  somebody,” 
I  thought,  silently  reassuring 
myself  with  my  mother’s  voice  as  I 
turned  onto  my  side  and  fell 
asleep. 

The  next  morning  my  serenity 
was  fractured:  I  contemplated 
“admitting”  my  “secret”  and  was 
paralyzed  by  the  thought.  No,  I 
thought,  no  one  will  ever  know  my 
secret.  I  will  live  and  die  with  it.  Of 
course,  I  didn’t.  As  a  socially- 
awkward  college  sophomore,  I 
somehow  found  the  nerve  to  drag 
myself  to  a  meeting  of  the  “Gay 
Men’s  Rap  Group,”  sponsored  by 
the  “People’s  Gay  Alliance”  at 
UMass. 

In  some  ways,  going  to  that 
meeting  was  the  most  political 
thing  I’ve  ever  done.  It  meant 
choosing  to  recognize  and  affirm  a 
part  of  my  humanity  whose  worth 
and  existence  all  of  society’s  ef¬ 
forts  conspired  to  deny. 

By  the  time  of  my  graduation,  I 
had  become  a  regular  at  those 
meetings,  and  had  managed  to 
come  out  to  my  parents,  my  sister, 
and  about  a  half  dozen  straight 
friends. 

After  floundering  a  year  with 
my  degree  in  psychology,  I  decided 
to  pursue  a  bachelor’s  in  electrical 
engineering  at  Northeastern 
University  in  Boston.  There  I 
heard  about  the  fledgling  gay 
student  group  struggling  for 
recognition  at  NU.  I  knew  im¬ 
mediately  that  Lambda  was  where 
I  belonged. 

My  first  Lambda  meeting  was 
far  less  traumatic  than  my  first  rap 
group  meeting.  As  a  commuting 
student,  I  had  more  anonymity 
than  the  dorm-dwellers.  I  was 
older  and  more  mature  than  my 
fellow  frosh,  and  was  fast  becom¬ 
ing  an  old  hand  at  these  student 
group  meetings. 

At  that  first  meeting  I  made  the 
acquaintance  of  the  founder  of  the 
group.  Dean  was  someone  I  held  in 
esteem  for  the  personal  risks  he  had 
taken  in  order  to  start  a  gay  stu¬ 
dent  group  on  a  campus  that,  if  not 
apathetic,  was  more  likely  to  show 
hostility  than  sympathy  toward  the 


cause. 

Lambda  became  an  officially 
recognized  student  organization. 
The  meetings  became  regular  and 
comfortable  events.  Soon,  we  had 
quite  forgotten  Dean’s 
courage... we  began  to  take  Thurs¬ 
day  night  meetings  for  granted. 
But  the  summer  of  1982  brought  a 
crisis:  the  graduation  of  the 
students  who  ran  Lambda. 
Somebody  had  to  take  over  the 
reins  —  withouLofficers,  we  stood 
to  lose  our  recognized  status.  But 
nobody  wanted  to  do  it. 

I  was  afraid  to  take  responsibili¬ 
ty  for  running  the  group.  But  I  was 
equally  afraid  that  the  group 
would  perish,  and  that  all  of 
Dean’s  work  would  fall  by  the 
wayside.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
quarter,  I  offered  to  assume  par¬ 
tial  responsibility,  providing  one 
other  person  would  agree  to  join 
me  as  co-president.  When  my  chal¬ 
lenge  was  accepted,  I  found 
myself,  however  reluctantly,  run¬ 
ning  a  gay  student  organization. 

We  had  just  acquired  a  new  of¬ 
fice  and  felt  it  essential  to  keep  of¬ 
fice  hours  both  to  justify  our  hav¬ 
ing  been  given  the  office  space, 
and  to  provide  an  informal  “drop- 
in  center”  for  gay  and  lesbian 
students. 

I  think  a  new  phase  of  my  com¬ 
ing  out  occurred  the  first  day  I 
kept  office  hours.  I  felt  as  if  I  were 
on  display  in  my  cubicle  as 
students  passed  by  the  open  door 
wearing  quizzical  expressions.  I 
imagined  they  were  thinking:  “So  ‘ 
that’s  what  one  looks  like!” 

My  own  pet  project  for  Lambda 
was  to  set  up  some  sort  of  inter¬ 
collegiate  network  between  ex¬ 
isting  lesbian  and  gay  organiza¬ 
tions.  It  seemed  to  me  that  such 
organizations  had  much  to  gain 
through  sharing  ideas  and 
resources.  It  also  seemed  that  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  students  in  general 
had  far  too  much  in  common  to 
allow  themselves  to  be  divided  by 
collegiate  affiliation  like  so  many 
varsity  football  teams.  While  this 
idea  was  greeted  with  some  en¬ 
thusiasm  by  the  membership,  I 
found  very  little  in  the  way  of  con-  ' 
Crete  commitment,  little  will¬ 
ingness  to  help  accomplish  it. 
Thus,  for  the  next  several  months, 
the  intercollegiate  network  became 
my  personal  crusade. 

I  began  searching  the  listings  of 
GCN  for  phone  numbers  and  ad¬ 
dresses.  I  spent  my  time  between 
classes  in  the  Lambda  office, 
writing  letters  and  making  phone 
calls.  I  spent  some  of  my  evenings 
and  weekends  going  to  meetings  at 
other  campuses  trying  to  elicit  sup¬ 
port  for  the  idea. 

Something  was  in  the  air.  I  re¬ 


ceived  a  letter  from  Dirk  at  conser¬ 
vative  Babson  College.  They  were 
trying  to  start  a  gay  organization 
there.  Could  we  help  them  out?  1 
told  them  of  my  plans  and  invited 
them  to  attend  Lambda  meetings. 
Students  from  several  schools 
dropped  in  on  our  meetings  and  at¬ 
tendance  swelled.  The  sharing  of 
resources  and  information  had 
begun. 

On  November  7,  1982,  the  first 
meeting  of  what  was  then  the 
Boston  Intercollegiate  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Alliance  was  attended  by 
representatives  of  five  different 
organizations.  The  following 
month,  the  scene  shifted  from  the 
Northeastern  campus  to  the  MIT 
campus.  The  next  semester, 
delegates  present  at  Tufts  Univer¬ 
sity  voted  to  change  the  organiza¬ 
tion’s  name  to  what  it  is  today:  the 
Boston  Intercollegiate  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Alliance  (BILGA). 

The  summer  of  1983  was  to  be 
an  eventful  season.  It  was  then 
that  I  marched  in  my  first  gay 
pride  rally,  helping  to  carry  the 
BILGA  banner.  I  was  pleased  to 
see  a  stalwart  group  of  students 
who  had  come  all  the  way  from 
Amherst  to  represent  the  People’s 
Gay  Alliance. 

Also  in  the  summer  of  1983,  a 
controversy  began  at  Northeastern 
when,  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Agenda  Commit¬ 
tee,  a  resolution  to  add  the  term 
“sexual  preference”  to  the  univer¬ 
sity’s  non-discrimination  policy 
came  before  the  Faculty  Senate. 
There  it  was  ridiculed  by  a  history 
professor  who  wrote  a  motion, 
printed  in  the  minutes  of  the 
meeting,  called  “A  Vote  for  Bug¬ 
gery?”  The  Faculty  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  table  the  issue  for 
“further  study.”  The  vote  wasn’t 
even  close. 

Word  of  this  fiasco  spread.  The 
Chairman  was  subsequently  inun¬ 
dated  with  letters  of  support  for 
|the  tabled  resolution,  and  letters 
Icondemning  “A  Vote  For  Bug¬ 
gery?”  The  campus  press  was  sud¬ 
denly  a-buzz  with  discussion  of 
what  had  become  the  "sexual 
preference  issue.”  I  myself  wrote 
two  letters  of  behalf  of  Lambda. 
One  was  to  the  chair  of  the  Facul¬ 
ty  Senate  Agenda  Committee,  and 
the  other  was  an  open  letter  to  the 
president  of  Northeastern  empha¬ 
sizing  the  need  of  gay  and  lesbian 
students  for  protection  from 
harassment  and  discrimination. 

In  June  I  had  been  approached 
by  Angelo,  a  gay  activist  and 
member  of  the  university  adminis¬ 
tration.  He  saw  to  it  that  my  letter 
to  the  president  was  printed  by  the 
official  administration  paper  and 
Continued  on  page  12 


Maine  Squashes  Foster  Care  Bill 
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The  code  of  ethics,  which  was 
distributed  to  members  of  the 
Human  Resources  Committee,  al¬ 


so  rules  against  discrimination 
based  on  marital  status. 
Cinnamon  said  a  statement 


Methodist  Minister 


Continued  from  page  I 

opinion  on  the  matter.” 

“My  church  is  at  the  same  point 
it  was  [in  the  late  1930s]  when  we 
institutionalized  racism  by  having 
a  separate  jurisdiction  in  the 
Church  for  Black  people,”  com¬ 
mented  Philip  Palmer,  a  Method¬ 
ist  minister  in  Fairfield,  Maine.  “I 
think  a  lot  of  people  didn’t  realize 
what  was  done  in  the  conference 
last  time.  I  think  a  lot  of  people  are 
sorry  it  [the  rule  banning  lesbian 
ang  gay  ministers]  passed ....  I’m 
unalterably  opposed  to  the 
church’s  ruling.  It’s  very  short¬ 
sighted  and  will  be  changed  —  I 
don’t  know  when.”  Palmer  noted 
that  delegates  at  the  church’s  an¬ 
nual  conference  in  Maine  defeated 
a  similar  motion  in  1983. 


Despite  the  church’s  ruling,  it  is 
possible  for  gay  and  lesbian 
ministers  to  maintain  their  posi¬ 
tions,  said  Evans.  One  minister  has 
apparently  acknowledged  that  he 
is  gay.  But  when  asked  if  he  is  sex¬ 
ually  active,  the  man  says  it  is 
“none  of  your  business,”  said 
Palmer. 

Denman,  whose  leave  of 
absence  from  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  been  continued 
through  fall  of  this  year,  hopes  to 
become  a  Unitarian  Universalist 
minister. 

A  trial  date  for  Denman  will  be 
decided  upon  by  an  investigation 
committee  on  June  5. 

—filed  from  Boston 


from  the  Maine  attorney  general’s 
office  was  also  instrumental  in  de¬ 
feating  the  bill.  A  representative 
from  that  office  noted  that  the 
previous  attorney  general  of 
Massachusetts,  Francis  Bellotti, 
and  the  current,  James  Shannon, 
have  refused  to  defend  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  foster  care  policy.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  Cinnamon,  the  implication 
was  that  Maine’s  attorney  general 
would  likely  follow  suit. 

The  official  sponsor  of  the  bill. 
Rep.  Theone  Look  from  Washing¬ 
ton  County  in  the  east  of  Maine, 
appeared  to  actually  lose  votes 
with  her  comments  in  favor  of  the 
legislation.  According  to  McCor¬ 
mick  of  the  Political  Alliance, 
Look  said  she  had  been  made 
aware  of  homes  where  gay  people 
had  abused  children.  A  statement 
by  Peter  Walsh  of  the  Department 
of  Human  Services  refuted  her 
allegations.  Walsh  said  of  64  cases 
of  child  abuse  reported  to  his  of¬ 
fice,  not  one  involved  a  gay  or  les- 
Continued  on  page  10 


and  the  Human 
Service  Professional 


A  summer  course  offered  by 
Lesley  College  Graduate  School. 

The  causes,  transmission  patterns,  current  treatments,  and 
possible  future  course  of  AIDS,  in  relation  to  human  service 
professionals  and  in.stitutions  will  be  examined. 

Saturday,  June  20,  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.;  PYiday  .July  17,  7  to  10  p.m.; 
Saturday,  July  18,  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  The  course  is  offered  for  one 
graduate  credit. 

Lesley  College  is  accredited  by  the  New  England  Association 
of  Schools  and  Colleges  and  is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Em¬ 
ployer.  Write  for  a  complete  Summer  Session  Course  Listing, 
or  call  the  Counseling  &  Psychology  Division. 


Lesley  College 

GRADUATE  SCHOOL 


Lesley  College  Graduate  School, 
Summer  Session 
29  Everett  Street,  Cambridge, 
MA  02138-2790  or  call 
(617)  868-9600,  ext.  440,  441 


Specialists  in 
Women  Artists  and 
Acoustic  Style  Music 


I  D  B  O 


Special  Video  Listings: 
Women  in  Cinema, 
Gay  Themes 


in  Film 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 

55  South  St.,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  •  522-1429 
Hours:  Mon. -Sat.  6-9,  Sun.  12-7 


EXTENDED  BY  POPULAR  DEMAND 

June  3,4,6,10,11,12,13 


Exquisite,  Powerful,  Unforgettable! 


triangle 

Ineater _ _ 

companyi^ 

When  you  truly  love  someone, 
you  take  them... 

AS  IS 

The  gripping  drama  by 
William  M.  Hoffman 

Directed  by  Steven  O'Donnell 

A  statement  of  bve, 
laughter  and  hope 

Paramount  Penthouse  Theater 
58  Berkeley  St  (in  the  South  End) 

Curtain:  8:00 
Tickets:  $10 


Call  353-0434 

All  sales  fina/ 


By  Naomi  Schapiro 

In  November,  1986,  five  health  and  community  ac¬ 
tivists  went  from  the  Bay  Area  to  Nicaragua  to  talk  about 
AIDS.  The  project  was  co-sponsored  by  the  Victoria  Mer¬ 
cado  Brigade  (a  gay  and  lesbian  construction  brigadel  and 
the  Harvey  Milk  Gay  Democratic  Club,  and  was  schedul¬ 
ed  to  coincide  with  the  fourth  annual  U.S. -Nicaragua 
Health  Colloquium.  Project  members  were  Miguel 
Ramirez,  psychologist  with  the  Latino  Coalition  Against 
AIDS;  Catherine  Cusic,  physician's  assistant;  Luisa  Blue, 
RN,  Chapter  President,  SEIU  Local  790  at  San  Francisco 
General  Hospital;  myself  an  RN  also  from  San  Francisco 
General;  and  Fllen  Gavin,  who  provided  logistical  support 
and  whose  contacts  with  gay  Nicaraguans  were  inval¬ 
uable.  Maria  Fder  came  with  us  to  provide  translation. 

The  following  are  excerpts  from  my  journal. 

Thursday  11/13/86 

We've  arrived!  We  left  San  Francisco  on  the 
Tecolote  (night  owl)  flight  and  have  waited  all  day  in 
Mexico  City.  Three  cappuccinos,  one  meal,  two  news¬ 
papers  and  two  naps  in  two  airport  lounges  later, 
Luisa,  Miguel  and  I  board  Aero  Nica  with  a  planeload 
of  Colloquium  delegates,  have  an  uneventful  ride  to 
Managua  and  walk  across  the  tarmac  in  the  pleasant 
evening  air  to  Augusto  Cesar  Sandino  Airport.  My  first 
trip  to  Nicaragua  was  in  September  of  1984  and  I  am 
surprised  that  this  time  I  am  not  greeted  by  a  wall  of 
heat  as  I  leave  the  plane.  November  is  a  much  cooler 
and  drier  month.  We  are  picked  up  by  car,  quite  a  lux¬ 
ury,  and  I  am  driven  to  the  house  where  I  will  stay  for 
three  weeks. 

Saturday  11/15/86 

Up  early,  sititng  in  a  patio  surrounded  by  buckets 
of  water,  landmark  of  the  dry  season  in  Managua.  The 
water  is  turned  off  two  days  a  week,  and  the  night 
before  one's  scheduled  shutdown,  every  container  in 
the  house  is  filled.  The  conference  doesn't  start  until 
Monday,  which  gives  us  the  chance  to  wander  around 
Managua.  The  spirit  here  feels  different  from  that  two 
years  ago,  not  yet  definable,  but  I  notice  the  graffitti 
has  changed.  Last  visit,  all  the  graffitti  was  about  the 
election:  "The  women  of  Masaya  will  vote  for  the 
FSLN,"  "Vote  for  PLI,  Peace,  Liberty  and  In¬ 
dependence,"  "Let's  keep  gong  forward  with  the 
Frente."  This  time  the  slogans  read,  "Managua,  tomb 
of  the  invaders,"  "Everyone  to  the  defense  of  the 
capital,"  "Nicaragua  will  not  give  in  or  sell  out!"  The 
last  two  years  have  been  two  years  more  at  war. 

The  economy  also  seems  tighter.  The  markets  are 
full,  but  when  I  try  to  buy  cheese,  “No  hay,  there's 
none."  Nor  is  there  bread.  On  the  way  home,  I  catch 
the  fragrance  of  baking  bread,  see  a  line  forming  out¬ 
side  a  house  and  join  it,  congratulating  myself  on 
learning  the  ropes  so  fast.  But  when  I  get  to  the  front 
and  am  handed  the  steaming  hot  rolls,  I  realize  they 
have  no  bags,  nor  do  I  have  any  with  me.  My  hands  are 
burning,  I  quickly  roll  a  few  in  my  shirt,  but  I  can't 
take  home  more  than  a  third  of  what  the  house  needs. 

What  hasn't  changed  here  is  the  warmth,  the 
openness  of  the  people  I  meet.  And  this  trip  I  am  also 
finding  people  who  will  talk  to  me  about  being  gay. 
Tomas  is  an  organizer  in  his  barrio.  He  says  that  some 
people  know  he's  gay,  some  don't  have  any  idea  at  all 
and  still  others  refuse  to  believe  it.  He  lives  with  his 
parents,  whom  he  describes  as  liberal  and  Sandinistas. 
His  father  cooks  and  shares  housework  with  his 
mother,  which  Tomas  admits  is  unusual.  He  says  that 
his  father  once  found  in  his  room  a  letter  from  a  man, 
but  that  his  brother  stepped  in  and  said  that  it  wasn't 
written  to  Tomas. 

Sunday  11/16/86 

Took  a  cab  this  morning,  as  I  am  not  ready  to 
brave  the  packed  buses  of  Managua.  Transportation  is 
a  big  problem  in  this  sprawling  city,  with  people  often 
waiting  an  hour  or  two  to  travel  four  or  five  miles.  My 
cabdriver  tells  me  he  is  working  Sundays  to  buy 
Christmas  presents  for  his  kids.  I  see  a  copy  of  a 
pamphlet  by  Lenin  on  the  dashboard  and  he  tells  me 


proudly  that  it's  his.  "Before,  we  would  have  one  copy 
of  something  like  this,  in  a  phony  cover,  and  hide  it 
behind  the  dashboard  or  under  the  steering  wheel,  but 
now  I  can  have  it  out  for  everyone  to  see."  Later  I  am 
told  that  most  taxi  drivers  would  be  more  likely  to 
have  a  copy  of  La  Prensa  on  their  dashboards  (the  anti¬ 
government  newsaper,  now  shut  down).  I  am  paying 
3,000  cordobas  for  this  ride,  which  works  out  to  $1.50 
by  the  current  exchange  rate.  Not  bad,  I  think,  but 
then  find  out  that  my  friends  here  earn  2, 100  cordobas 
a  day,  an  average  Nicaraguan  salary.  When  I  was  here 
in  1984,  the  exchange  rate  was  40  cordobas  to  the 
dollar.  Now  it's  2,000  to  the  dollar,  and  likely  to  climb. 

Tuesday  11/18/86 

Yesterday  Catherine  and  Miguel  gave  an  AIDS- 
related  interview  on  Sistema  Sandinista,  the  govern¬ 
ment-owned  TV  station,  and  today  it  is  Luisa's  and  my 
turn.  We  arrive  with  Maria,  our  translator,  and  are 
ushered  into  the  make-up  room,  where  we  are 
primped  and  painted  along  with  the  news  broadcaster. 
We  are  televised  live  on  the  popular  midday  news 
show,  also  repeated  at  night.  Oscar,  one  of  the  techni¬ 
cians,  later  asks  questions  about  the  interview  and  in 
the  course  of  the  conversation  it  becomes  clear  that 
people  here  don't  understand  the  term 
"heterosexual."  It  is  a  word  that  we  have  been  using 
liberally  in  Spanish  and  it  can  be  found  in  my  Spanish 
medical  dictionary,  but  it's  obvioulsy  not  part  of 
Nicaraguan  daily  speech.  So  what  term  do  they  use? 
"Pareja  normal,"  or  normal  couple.  Here  we  are  in 
Nicaragua,  trying  to  do  gay-positive  education  about 
AIDS,  and  non-judgmental  language  about  sexuality 
doesn't  exist  yet. 

Wednesday  11/19/86 

Last  night  Luisa  and  I  attended  a  meeting  with 
Nicaraguan  nurses,  all  of  them  educators  and  officials 
in  the  Nurses'  Association.  In  Nicaragua  there  are 
1,200  nurses,  and  there  are  more  than  1,200  just  in  my 
union  in  San  Francisco.  They  giggled  and  straightened 
up  when  we  mentioned  SIDA  (the  Spanish-language 
acronym  for  AIDS),  or  rather  when  we  mentioned  gay 
people  and  SIDA.  They  requested  literature  for  their 
libraries,  but  we  have  a  feeling  that  it  won't  be  widely 
distributed. 

Miguel  and  Catherine  presented  today  in  the  main 
hall  at  the  Colloquium.  This  room  has  simultaneous 
translation  and  most  of  the  media  presence.  The  room 
is  full  of  people  taking  notes,  no  uncomfortable  giggles 
today.  One  doctor  stands  up  and  says  this  is  the  first 
accurate  information  about  SIDA  to  reach  Nicaragua. 
People  ask  if  the  virus  is  mutated  (CIA,  laboratory  er¬ 
ror  or  pollution?),  if  transmission  in  Nicaragua  is  in¬ 
evitable  during  the  incubation  period,  about  woman- 
to-man  transmission,  and  how  many  Nicaraguans 
have  sought  treatment  outside  the  country?  (There  are 
as  of  yet  no  official  cases  of  AIDS  in  Nicaragua,  but  we 
had  heard  stories  of  people  who  got  sick  in  Nicaragua 
and  went  to  other  countries  for  diagnosis  and  treat¬ 
ment.) 

It  is  truly  amazing  to  watch  the  openness  and 
objectivity  with  which  people  in  this  room  are  assimil¬ 
ating  information.  Having  faced  all  too  often  the 
resistance  of  U.S.  doctors  and  nurses  to  learning  about 
AIDS,  we  did  not  know  what  kind  of  reception  we 
would  get  here.  What  shocks  this  audience  the  most, 
more  than  discussions  of  bisexuality,  more  than  the 
statistics  about  AIDS  and  people  of  color,  is  that  a 
wealthy  country  like  the  United  States  would  spend  so 
little  on  AIDS  research.  Catherine  points  out  that 
Reagan  chooses  instead  to  spend  money  on  the  contras 
and  the  arms  race. 

Thursday  11/20/86 

Our  presentation  today  in  the  nursing  section  of 
the  Colloquium.  This  conference  center  is  set  on  top  of 
a  hill  at  the  end  of  a  long  winding  road  above  Plaza 
Espana,  with  a  beautiful  view  of  Lake  Managua  and 
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the  volcanos.  Security  is  very  tight.  Miguel  and  I  take  a 
taxi  —  they  are  cheaper  when  he  calls  for  them,  since 
my  gringa  accent  ups  the  price  by  a  few  thousand  cor-  : 
dobas  —  and  have  to  get  out  at  the  entrance  to  show 
our  IDs.  The  presentation  is  two  hours  behind  ,i 
schedule  and  crowded.  All  of  the  nurses  from  the 
other  night  are  present,  although  they  may  have  ;; 
thought  they  were  coming  to  the  round  table  on  nurs¬ 
ing  education.  3 

I  quote  from  stories  told  by  people  with  AIDS,  giv-  i 
ing  the  disease  a  human  face.  Luisa  talks  about  the  in-  j 
volvement  of  health  care  workers  at  San  Francisco  I 
General  in  setting  up  the  AIDS  unit,  about  the  role  of  t 
SEIU  in  educating  its  members.  We  stress  the  need  to 
involve  at-risk  groups  in  doing  health  education,  using 
the  model  of  the  gay  community  in  San  Francisco.  On  * 
this  point,  the  audience  is  two  steps  ahead  of  us:  we  u 
are  in  a  country  that  eradicated  polio  in  two  years  by  ^ 
involving  the  community  in  vaccinating  children.  : 
Running  a  health  system  with  few  resources,  they  : 
immediately  grasp  the  need  for  prevention.  What  we  : 
don't  know  yet  is  how  they  will  reach  out  to  the  gay  : 
community.  1 

Afterwards  people  crowd  around  us,  taking  ; 
literature  and  asking  questions.  We  learn  that  the  3 
blood  bank  here  does  not  have  the  capacity  to  screen  ; 
for  the  AIDS  virus  antibodies,  that  the  epidemiology  ; 
department  is  planning  a  major  campaign  around  sex-  ( 
ually  transmitted  diseases  and  that  Barricada,  the  [ 
government  paper,  covered  the  conference  today  with  i 
a  major  emphasis  on  AIDS.  This  enthusiastic  cluster  is  | 
discussing  sexuality  and  transmission,  openly  and  * 
without  judgments.  1 

-Tii 

Friday  11/21/86  j 

Last  night  Miguel  led  a  house  meeting  about  safe  8 
sex  for  gay  men.  We  had  decided  that  they  would  talk  j 
more  freely  without  the  presence  of  women,  so  I  later  j 
asked  Miguel  for  the  dish.  He  says  that  for  him  it  was  i 
very  much  like  the  safe  sex  talks  he  gives  for  Latino  i 
gays  in  San  Francisco.  He  knows  that  it  is  a  landmark  | 
to  have  a  formal  meetings  of  gays  in  Managua  to  talk  ^ 
about  AIDS,  but  he  felt  right  at  home.  Most  of  the  time  I 
there  was  silence,  as  people  absorbed  the  information.  ; 
"When  people  are  at  risk,  they  tend  to  internalize^  s 
they  listen  to  what  you  say  but  they  are  also  checking  J 
out,  am  I  at  risk?  or  am  I  safe?  People  reacted  with  the|J 
most  giggles  around  the  use  of  condoms.  People  were  is 
having  a  hard  time  deciding  if  they  were  really  going  S 
to  be  using  condoms  or  not  in  spite  of  the  information, " : 
because  of  not  seeing  condoms  as  being  part  of  sex  ; 
play  or  foreplay.  It  was  something  alien,  something  to 
be  used  only  to  prevent  syphilis  or  gonorrhea  and  if  j 
you  are  straight,  but  not  really  with  gays.  ...  I  think. If 
part  of  sex  education  with  any  group  is  a  series  of  ex^ii 
posures  to  the  information  before  behavior  can  be^J 
changed." 

Saturday  11/22/86  2:30  a.m.  5 

Long  day.  We  went  to  Leon  by  car  today  to  talk  at  k 
the  teaching  hospital.  Last  time  I  was  here  only  at  n 
night  and  now  I  see  a  beautiful  old  city,  with  red-tiled  l 
roofs  and  ancient  churches,  buildings  marked  with  3 
bulletholes  from  the  fighting  against  Somoza.  This  ,1 
area  is  lush  and  much  hotter  than  Managua.  In  the  | 
center  of  town  is  a  red  billboard,  with  a  pictue  of  ; 
Hasenfus  being  led  from  his  plane  and  a  quote  from  ^ 
Sandino:  "More  than  one  of  yours,  blond  invader,  will  ; 
have  bitten  the  dust  of  our  rustic  mountains. ' '  The  trial  j 
is  over  and  we  are  waiting  to  hear  about  the  sentence  i 
that  Hasenfus  will  receive.  Everyone  I  meet  asks  me  ] 
right  away  if  people  in  the  United  States  had  heard  . 
about  Hasenfus  and  what  the  reaction  was.  It's  very  j 
hard  to  tell  them  that  yes,  he  was  on  the  news  and  in  1 
the  paper  and  yes,  people  did  know  that  he  and  his  1 
cohorts  were  mercenaries  and  not  freedom  fighters  3 
and  no,  there  was  no  massive  outcry,  no  crowds  of  j 
people  in  the  streets.  I  want  to  lie,  but  they  get  too 
much  news  about  the  United  States  for  me  to  pull  it 
off. 

We  get  lost  on  the  way  to  the  hospital  and  arrive 
late,  but  the  talk  still  happens,  with  doctors,  medical  • 
students  and  nurses  filling  the  auditorium.  The  hos-  | 
pital  nurses  are  all  in  white,  with  thick  white  stockings  1 
(required)  which  I  am  later  told  cost  a  fourth  of  a  j 
month's  salary.  As  Catherine  talks  about  the  bisexuali-  j 


All  pH0'°® 


-4  At  Bertha  Calderon,  the 
women’s  hospital  in 
Managua  (L-R):  Naomi 
Schapiro,  two  nurses  from 
the  hospital,  Luisa  Blue  and 
Mercedes  Tenorio,  the 
Nicaraguan  organizer  of 
Fetsalud,  a  health 
workers’  union. 

▼  Nicaraguan  health 
workers  listen  to  a  presenta¬ 
tion  on  nursing  and  AIDS. 
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I Y  that  is  common  in  Nicaragua,  the  men  slink  down  in 
I  heir  seats  and  the  women  smile  and  nod.  As  she  adds 
!  hat  women  can  never  know  exactly  whom  their  part- 
[ler  has  been  with  before,  the  men  look  grim  and  the 
TOmen  laugh.  Miguel  hands  out  condoms  to  everyone 
n  the  audience  as  if  it  were  the  most  natural  thing  in 
he  world,  urging  everyone  to  play  with  them,  and  we 
vatch  dignified  doctors  carefully  opening  the  packets 
s  if  they  had  never  seen  them  before.  We  get  many 
different  stories  here  as  to  the  cost  and  availability  of 
ondoms,  but  the  general  impression  is  that  they  are 
round  and  are  not  the  contraceptive  method  of 
:  hoice. 

I  We  come  back  from  Leon  just  in  time  to  go  to  the 
;'Cara  al  Pueblo,”  Nicaragua's  version  of  "Face  the 
;  Jation.”  First,  all  of  the  Colloquium  participants  line 
iip  in  a  hurry,  then  we  wait:  to  go  through  security,  to 
i  et  on  the  buses,  to  get  our  cameras  checked.  We  are 
I  Iriven  out  to  a  poor  barrio  (neighborhood)  near  the  air- 
)ort  and  walk  to  a  field  where  rows  of  chairs  are  set 
ip,  TV  lights  all  around.  At  the  front  of  this  open-air 
i  heater  is  a  row  of  chairs  occupied  by  Daniel  Ortega, 
|)ora  Maria  Tellez  (the  Minister  of  Health),  the  mayor 
|if  Managua  and  a  slew  of  other  government  funcion- 
rios.  This  is  a  TV  show,  broadcast  live,  in  which  the 
People  get  to  ask  the  government  leaders  anything 
!  hey  want.  I  try  to  imagine  what  it  would  be  like  to 
lave  Reagan  come  to  my  neighborhood  and  speak  off- 
he-cuff.  A  woman  stands  next  to  us,  waiting  for  her 
j  urn  to  speak,  trying  to  distract  a  toddler.  At  first  he  is 
1  »layful,  sitting  in  Luisa's  lap,  but  then  only  his  mother 
vill  do.  He  hides  in  her  skirt  while  she  composes  her 
houghts  for  the  microphone.  Many  people  stand  up, 
ecount  which  members  of  their  families  have  been 
ailed  by  the  contras  and  tell  Ortega  that  they  want 
iasenfus  to  get  the  maximum  sentence.  Others  talk 
bout  the  unavailability  of  school  uniforms,  the  price 
;ouging  in  the  clothing  outlets,  the  inability  of  sewing 
:ooperatives  to  get  the  cloth  they  need.  Still  others  talk 
|}f  family  members  wrongly  imprisoned  for  being  con- 
ra  supporters.  This  barrio  has  been  chosen  because, 
lespite  its  unpaved  roads  and  shortage  of  telephones, 
t  was  the  most  successful  in  vaccinating  all  of  its 
i;hildren  against  measles  and  polio.  I  look  around  the 
liudience  and  see  in  these  determined  faces,  studying 
heir  carefully  written-out  questions,  Nicaragua's 
nost  precious  resource.  The  State  Department 
spokesmen  who  call  Nicaragua  a  totalitarian  dungeon 
lave  not  been  to  this  barrio. 

mnday  1 1/23/86 

The  Colloquium  is  over,  Miguel  and  Luisa  gone, 
ind  we  are  now  faced  with  the  task  of  arranging 
ollow-up.  We,  along  wtih  every  other  intema- 
ionalista,  are  trying  to  get  an  interview  with  Dora 
^aria  Tellez.  Which  part  of  this  health  system  do  we 
ipproach? 

Yesterday  we  had  a  good-bye  party  which  reveal- 
id  the  sexual  and  class  contradictions  of  our  little  cir- 
■;le  of  Nica  and  gringa  gays.  The  Northamericans  want 
o  go  dancing,  so  we  arrange  to  go  to  a  disco.  Club 
vlauMau,  with  some  of  the  gay  men  we  know.  We  in- 
dte  some  lesbian  friends  to  come  along,  but  it  is  out  of 
htir  price  range,  even  when  I  offer  to  pay  their  cab 
are.  I  invite  some  straight  Nicaraguan  friends  to 
lome,  but  it's  also  out  of  their  price  range.  I  enter  with 
mother  Northamerican  woman.  But  then  three  Nicar- 
iguan  women  try  to  come  in  and  join  us  and  they  are 
orbidden.  No  single  women  allowed,  they  are  told. 
This  is,  apparently,  an  old  law  designed  to  keep  out 
)rostitutes,  but  in  this  club  it's  only  applied  to  darker- 
kinned  women.)  Eventually  we  get  them  in.  Susan 
ind  I  each  ask  Antonio  and  Jose  to  dance,  so  they  can 
lance  together  while  pretending  to  dance  with  us.  At 
he  end  of  the  night,  Jose  tries  to  call  a  cab,  but  is  not 
llowed  to  use  the  telephone.  1  go  up  to  the  bar  and  am 
nstantly  handed  the  phone  (which,  unfortunately, 
aises  the  price  of  the  cab). 

Tuesday  11/25/86 

Susan  and  1  have  lunch  with  Arturo,  an  old  friend. 
'I  felt  so  bad  the  last  time  you  were  here  that  I  didn't 
mow  any  gay  people  and  couldn't  introduce  you  to 
ny.  So  when  you  left  I  went  to  the  bars  and  now  I 
mow  several.”  He  talks  about  one  gay  friend  in  par- 
icular  and  has  told  us  in  advance  that  he  has  "big 


news”  to  tell  us.  We  don't  get  the  big  news,  this  time 
around,  but  he  listens  to  every  word  I  say  about  SIDA, 
asks  many  questions  about  safe  sex  and  takes  the  lit¬ 
erature  I  offer.  Arturo  suddenly  seems  very  fragile  and 
I  start  worrying  that  he  is  going  to  die  of  AIDS.  He  is, 
like  most  young  Nicaraguan  men,  in  the  army  and  I 
have  to  remind  myself  that  I  have  spent  the  last  two 
years  worrying  that  he  would  be  killed  by  the  contras. 
Gunshot  wounds  are  the  leading  cause  of  death  in  his 
age  group. 

Friday  11/28/86 

Lunch  with  a  new  friend,  Antonio.  Sitting  on  a 
shaded  patio,  drinking  beer,  and  Pepsi  (no  mineral 
water  here),  Antonio  tells  us  his  coming  out  story.  "I 
knew  I  had  feelings  for  men  from  the  time  I  was  little, 
but  I  was  afraid.  I  went  out  with  women,  but  this  gave 
me  a  lot  of  anxiety  also.  My  first  sexual  experience 
with  a  man  was  in  Costa  Rica  at  age  19,  but  my  first 
real  love  was  a  Nicaraguan  youth  I  met  on  the  literacy 
campaign.  I  knew  I  was  attracted  to  him  and  the  in¬ 
terest  seemed  mutual,  but  nothing  happened.  At  the 
end  of  the  campaign,  we  looked  at  each  other's  identi¬ 
ty  cards,  to  see  how  to  look  each  other  up  later,  and 
this  is  something  that  no  straight  men  would  do.  Five 
months  passed,  and  then  one  day  an  older  campesino 
came  to  my  house  and  told  me  to  go  to  a  certain 
priest's  house,  because  somebody  wanted  to  see  me. 
And  there  was  this  boy,  who  was  living  with  his  uncle, 
the  priest,  and  we  were  so  glad  to  see  each  other.  After 
a  few  phone  calls  back  and  forth  we  started  sleeping 
together,  sometimes  in  the  same  room  as  the  priest! 
The  priest  was  a  very  sound  sleeper.  We  were  together 
for  a  year  and  then  my  lover  was  drafted.  I  visited  him 
every  Sunday  at  the  base,  more  regularly  than  some  of 
his  family,  but  then  on  March  30  he  was  killed  in  a 


The  Nicaraguans  have  requested  that  we  help 
them  in  three  ways:  printing  a  pamphlet  about  sex¬ 
ually  transmitted  diseases  that  will  include  AIDS, 
obtaining  access  to  the  ELISA  antibody  test  for  HIV 
and  providing  training  about  AIDS  to  Nicaraguan 
doctors  and  nurses.  Catherine  returned  to 
Nicaragua  at  the  end  of  March,  bringing  with  her 
the  $600  we  raised  to  print  the  pamphlet.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  we  are  arranging  for  a  doctor  and  nurse  to 
come  to  San  Francisco  for  a  month  to  learn  from 
AIDS  specialists  here.  Getting  access  to  the  ELISA 
test  has  proven  to  be  more  difficult,  because  the 
test  is  expensive  and  requires  special  equipment. 
We  hope  that  the  newer,  cheaper  tests  being 


fight  with  the  contras.  His  mother  wouldn't  let  me  go 
to  the  funeral,  even  though  his  grandmother  stood  up 
for  me.” 

Antonio  lives  with  his  current  lover,  which  is  a 
rare  luxury  for  younger  Nicaraguan  gays.  Most  live 
with  their  parents,  siblings,  aunts,  uncles  and  cousins, 
sharing  rooms  and  often  beds  with  relatives.  With 
these  crowded  conditions  it  is  hard  enough  for  straight 
couples  to  find  any  privacy;  for  gay  couples  it  is  almost 
impossible.  Two  lesbians  I  know  spend  their  birth¬ 
days  sleeping  out  at  the  beach  because  it  was  the  only 
way  they  could  spend  the  night  together. 

Wednesday  12/3/86 

Our  last  night  in  Nicaragua,  and  my  friend  Susan 
and  I  go  to  our  final  going-away  party.  We  have,  as 
always,  the  problems  of  transportation.  Miraculously, 
a  pick-up  truck  appears  to  drive  us  to  the  party.  Sitting 
in  the  back,  we  are  sprinkled  by  a  soft  drizzle  as 
Carlitos  tells  us  how  much  he  is  looking  forward  to 
picking  coffee.  I  think  he's  looking  forward  to  being 
away  from  his  family  and  partying  at  night.  The  party 
is  thrown  by  musicians  and  their  families,  friends 
from  the  first  trip,  and,  as  we  can't  bear  to  leave,  we 
miss  the  last  bus.  To  return  to  our  Managua  home  we 
start  scheming  about  a  taxi,  when  a  campanero  from 
the  army  offers  us  a  ride  on  his  motorcycle.  We  go  out¬ 
side  to  find  an  ancient  machine  with  a  side-car  that 
looks  as  though  it  had  just  driven  off  the  set  of  a  World 
War  II  movie.  So  here  I  am  in  Managua,  sitting  with 
my  arms  around  the  waist  of  a  complete  stranger,  a 
straight  man  to  boot,  without  a  helmet,  trusting  that  I 
will  get  home  safe  and  sound.  From  the  back  of  the 
motorcycle  I  get  a  surprisingly  cool  and  tranquil  view 
of  this  dusty,  busy  and  often  difficult  city.  The  news  of 
Contragate  has  filled  the  papers  in  the  last  week  and  as 
we  say  goodbye,  we  optimistically  plan  the  party  we 
will  have  when  the  war  is  over. 

San  Francisco  April,  1987 

While  we  were  in  Nicaragua,  we  gave  three 
presentations  at  the  Health  Colloquium,  four  formal 
presentations  at  schools  and  hospitals,  and  many 
informal  talks,  including  safe  sex  workshops. 
Catherine  Cusic  stayed  in  Nicaragua  until  January 
and  initiated  formal  contacts  with  members  of 
MINSA,  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


▲  A  Nicaraguan  woman 
adresses  government 
leaders  at  the  “Cara 
al  Pueblo  public  forum. 

Nicaragua  AIDS  Edu¬ 
cation  Project  particip¬ 
ants  (R-L):  Naomi 
Schapiro,  Luisa  Blue, 
Catherine  Cusic  and 
Miguel  Ramirez. 


developed  are  marketed  soon.  But  in  the  meantime, 
we  would  appreciate  any  information  people  have 
about  the  ELISA  test  and  ways  to  reduce  the  cost. 

Everywhere  we  spoke  in  Nicaragua  we  were 
received  openly  and  objectively,  with  a  striking 
absence  of  overt  homophobia.  This  is  not  to  say 
that  homophobia  does  not  exist  or  that  there  are  no 
cases  of  discrimination  against  gay  people.  But  the 
official  government  attitude  toward  homosexuality 
is  neutral  and  the  attitudes  of  many  health  care 
providers  we  met  were  positive.  We  find  it  en¬ 
couraging  that  the  Ministry  of  Health  wants  to  send 
a  doctor  and  nurse  to  be  trained  in  San  Francisco, 
which  is  a  center  of  gay-positive  AIDS  care.  Even 
more  encouraging  is  the  Nicaraguan  attitude  that 
everyone's  health  is  important.  Contrasted  with  our 
own  government's  barely-concealed  contempt  for 
the  people  who  get  AIDS,  the  energy  and  concern 
with  which  AIDS  is  being  addressed  in  Nicaragua  is 
inspiring.  Nicaragua  did  not  even  have  an  offical 
case  of  AIDS  when  this  mobilization  started. 

This  energy  and  concern  are  also  apparent  in 
the  gay  community,  although  they  are  expressed 
more  quietly.  At  this  point  there  are  no  gay 
organizations,  and  most  of  the  gay  people  I  met  are 
reluctant  to  speak  publicly.  Most  of  the  names  in 
this  article  were  changed  and  some  of  the  stories 
will  have  to  wait  for  another  time  to  appear.  But 
there  is  a  community  of  both  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
and  by  the  time  we  left,  men  we  knew  had  already 
started  disseminating  the  AIDS  information  we 
brought. 


In  mid-March  Nicaragua  announced  its  first  AIDS 
cases,  news  that  sadly  makes  our  project  even  more  time¬ 
ly.  The  Ministry  of  Health  has  created  a  commission  on 
AIDS;  one  of  its  first  tasks  will  be  to  determine  how  to  use 
10,000  HIV  antibody  tests  donated  by  an  anonymous  in¬ 
dividual.  Also  within  the  Ministry,  a  position  has  been 
created  for  a  staff  person  who  will  offer  AIDS  education  to 
Nicaragua's  gay  men. 

This  staffer's  salary,  the  equivalent  of  $20/month,  plus 
the  airfare  and  expenses  of  the  doctor  and  nurse  who  will 
come  to  San  Francisco,  and  the  updated  AIDS  informa¬ 
tion  we  continue  to  send  to  Nicaragua,  are  being  raised  by 
the  Nicaragua  AIDS  Education  Project.  Tax-deductible 
donations  may  be  made  out  to  "Vanguard  Founda¬ 
tion/Kraus  Fund."  Please  earmark  the  check  for 
Nicaragua  AIDS  work.  Our  address  is:  Nicaragua  AIDS 
Education  Project,  7  Gaiser  Court,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94110. 
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Gay  Men’s  Therapy  Group 

There  are  openings’in  this  ongoing 
psychotherapy  group  as  of  July  1st. 

Please  contact  Steven  Brady,  Ph.D. 
at  437-9643  for  more  information. 

South  End  Counseling 
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Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
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Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
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service  to 
Provincetown 

let  us  take  care  of  all 
your  reservation  needs 

Provincetown 

Reservation 

System 

caUcoUect  617487-2400 

Guesthouses,  inns,  hotels, 
restaurants,  shows 

Why  sleep  on  the  beach  when 
we're  within  reach? 


LookiNQ  fOR  SOIVIEONE  SpECIAl? 
... SOMEONE  who  CARES  AS  MUCh 
AboUT  tHe  pEOplE  ThEy  MEET  AS 
you  do? 


CaU  ThE  iNTROduCTiON  SERVlCE 

wirh  ThE  lARqEST  qAy  cUenteIe 
In  New  ENqlAwd: 


•  Professional 

* 

•  Discrete 


•  Confidential 

•  Gay  Staffed 


•  Established  1982 


CaU  TodAy  foR  youR  coNfldeNxiAl 
AppoiNTIMENT 
Nashua,  NH  Portsmouth,  NH 

(603)  880-7625  (603)  433-4374 


We  have  clients  in  all 
New  England  waiting 
to  meet  YOU! 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

AITORNEY  AT  LAW 


In  Practice  Since  1975 


General  Practice 


Employment 


‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small 
Business 


‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker's  Comp. 


52  Western  Ave.,  Camb.,  MA  02139  (617)876-7099 


Minting  o 


a 

change 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker- 
controlled  colle^ve  and  a  union 
shop,  can  meet  your  complete 
printing  needs,  from  layout  to  bindery.  \ 
Call  us  for  an  estimate 
at  524-6822 
Monday  through  Friday, 

*  9  am  to  5:30  pm. 


94  GREEN  STREET  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  02130 


Maine  Kills 
Foster  Bill 

Continued  from  page  7 
bian  abuser. 

Buoyed  by  their  victory  on  the 
foster  care  bill,  gay  and  lesbian  ac¬ 
tivists  here  are  now  joining  forces 
with  a  new  coalition  of  groups  to 
revise  an  existing  harassment  law. 
The  new  version,  which  is  expected 
to  come  to  a  vote  next  week,  would 
specify  the  prohibited  bases  for 
harassment,  including  sexual 
orientation,  race,  sex,  etc.  and 
would  allow  for  issuance  of  tem¬ 
porary  restraining  orders  against 
harassers.  McCormick  said  the 
Union  Cambodian  Association, 
Iranian  Students  and  the  National 
Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Colored  People  in  Maine  are 
working  with  the  Political  Alliance 
to  promote  passage  of  the  bill. 

Testimony  from  Cambodians  in 
favor  of  the  bill  pointed  out  that  it 
took  many  of  them  about  a  year  to 
realize  that  sticking  up  a  middle 
finger  was  not  the  American  way 
of  saying  hello. 

—filed  from  Boston 


NY  Theater 

Continued from  page  6 

the  Canarsie  Company  is  decon¬ 
structing;  offstage  as  well  as  on. 

Eventually,  Gabrielle  the  Loser 
follows  her  own  spiritual  path  and 
gets  laid  by  Suzanne,  a  company 
member  who  tells  Robin  that  she’s 
sick  of  romantic  self-deceptions; 
Carol,  Robin’s  Life’s  Helpmate, 
motors  down  from  New  York  and 
furiously  presents  Robin  with  An 
Ultimatum;  Gabrielle  announces 
that  she  cares  for  Robin  only  as  a 
friend;  Rebecca  forgoes  her  crush 
on  Debbie  after  she  discovers  Deb¬ 
bie  has  the  emotional  appetite  of  a 
space  invader;  and  the  company 
decides  to  go  back  to  New  York. 
Besides,  the  reviews  have  come  in, 
and  they’re  not  very  good. 

The  company’s  last  perform¬ 
ance  in  Bedlam  is  of  “The  Hamlet 
Show,”  in  which  Hamlet/Robin, 
indecisive  as  to  whether  to  be  or 
not,  puts  on  a  red  satin  yarmulke 
and  calls  God  on  the  telephone. 
Perceptive  as  ever,  God  intones 
through  a  strong  Yiddish  accent 
that,  “When  you  get  behind  so¬ 
meone’s  veil,  you  find  —  nothing. 
The  soul  of  a  thing  is  No  Thing.” 
As  they  pack  up  to  leave  Bedlam, 
the  cast  wonders  if  all  that  happen¬ 
ed  there  was  a  dream.  And  perhaps 
it  was.  “Conscience,”  as  someone 
quotes  Bill  Shakespeare,  “doth 
make  cowards  of  us  all.” 

With  its  ingenious  one-liners 
and  open  emotional  dishonesty, 
“Beyond  Bedlam”  gently  explores 
the  wavering  boundaries  dividing 
lesbian  fact  from  fiction.  But  the 
production  is  at  times  too  gentle. 
Missing  is  the  ironic  tension  that 
inevitably  unites  dueling  thematic 
opposites  of  urban/suburban, 
gay/straight,  Jew/Gentile, 
lie/dream  that  are  integral  to  the 
play.  Too  often,  scenes  follow  one 
another  sluggishly,  without  that 
manic  pace  and  melodramatic 
angst  that  characterize  “bedlam.” 
Perhaps  this  is  because  cast  mem¬ 
bers  appear  worried  about  being 
abstractly  “good,”  and  haven’t 
yet  begun  to  enjoy  the  specifics  of 
what  they  are  doing  onstage.  In  a 
play  preoccupied  with  sex,  for  in¬ 
stance,  many  of  the  performers 
seem  uncomfortable  with  their 
bodies. 

The  courage  to  rise  above  the 
merely  cute  to  the  satire  and  irony 
that  this  subject  demands  is  not 
easy  to  come  by,  especially  in  a 
theater  world  where  the  topic  of 
lesbianism  —  not  to  mention  les¬ 
bian  lust  —  is  virtually  unthink¬ 
able.  But  Robin  Epstein  and  her 
company  have  come  such  a  long 
way;  it’s  really  only  a  matter  of 
time.  Their  talent  and  energy  make 
them  more  than  capable  of  getting 
to  Bedlam  —  emd  beyond  —  all  by 
themselves. 
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VACATION  ELATION 


"WATERSHIP 

Relaxed  atmosphere  INN 

Central  location 

Complimentary  continental  breakfast 
Comfortable  breplaced  lobby 


Innkeepers:  Jim  Foss 

Bob  Marcotte 

Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 


7  Winthrop  Street 
P.O.  Box  918 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 
(617)  487-0094 


0l^piFatrbanka3nn 


Jtnr  Af  rommabations 


private  baths 

lounges  and 
sundecks 

ample  parking 


rooms,  suites 
apartments 

working  fireplaces 

open  year-round 


A  1776Coptoinj  House^*  ^ 

90  Bradford  Street,  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0386  Don  Groichen,  proprietor 


Tell  ’em 
you  saw  it 
in  GCN 


Gremjope 

Farm 


RFD  Box  2260,  East  Hardwick,  VT  05836 
(802)  533-7772 

For  that  special  country  vacation,  — 

we  have  it  all! 


Horseback  riding  on  our 
own  gentle  horses. 

Hiking,  canoeing,  windsurfing  and  swimming  nearby. 
Mid-week  and  week-long  discounts. 


WOMEN-ONLY  SPACE 
OPEN  YEAR  ’ROUND 


WOMEN  INNKEEPERS  " 

h 

Women-Owned  &  Ojicralcd 
GUESTHOUSE 

^  18  Pearl  Street— Do.x  22 

Provtneelowii.  Mass,  026.57 
'  617-487-2210 

Holiday  Shores  ^Vlotel 


SEASON:  (617)  487-9175 
P.O.  BOX  614  RTE.  6A  BEACHPOINT 
 PROVINCETOWN,  MA  02657 


Lady  Jane’s  Inn 

Private  baths  -  Parking  -  617-487-3387 
7  Central  St.  Provincetown,  MA  02567 


i^entDoob 


4 

462  Comnu'icial  Street.  Provincetown.  MA  02657 

A  place  for  those  special  affairs  Open  All  Year 


The 


lillcr  lnf\ 


82  Bradford  St. 
Provincetown,  MA 
(617)487-2213 

Open  All  Year 


Cable  TV  &  Coffee 
Hot  Tub  &  Sun  Deck 
In  the  Center  of  Town 

Open  Year  Round 


Qabrid  s 

1 04  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-3232 


617-487-0599 

568  Commercial  Street 


Bed  &  Breakfast  Inn 

160  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
617-4872283 


Open  Year 
Round 

(617)  487-9029 


CrtCr’CR  INN 

25  Winthrop  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
Guest  Rooms  &  Apartments 


fine  dining 
Sf  lodging 


487'‘1443 


VICTORIA  HOUSE 

5  Standish  Street 

Provincetown,  Massachusetts  02657 
OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 

Comfortable,  Attractive  Rooms  with  Private  Baths, 
Cable  Televisions,  Refrigerators,  and  Parking 

Near  Restaurants,  Clubs,  and  Public  Transportation 
to  New  York  and  Boston. 

Hosts:  Martin  Bettencourt  &  Dennis  Balog 
Telephone:  (617j  487-1319 


Feminist  Gifts  t  Handcrafts  By  and  For  Women 


Jewelry  Records  „  much 

Books  Clothing  “  more 


IVOMENCRAFTS 


373  Commercial  St.  Box  190  Provincetown,  Ma.  02657  (617)  487-2501 


We  are  your  lifestyle...  Come  travel  with  usi 


Not  the  biggest, 
just  the  best. 


GAY  AMSTERDAM 

1  week  packages  from  $644  to  $734 

Above  rates  include  roundtrip  air,  hotel 
and  transfer,  p.p.  do 


SUPER  SAVER! 

KEY  WEST . . . $203RT 


25  Huntington  Ave.  •  Suite  505 
Copiey  Square  (right  above  Chaps)  •  424-1908 


186  commercial  st 


rat 

178  Bradford  Street 
I  ProTincetown.  ManachuietU  02667  ■  (617)  487-1616 


487-2511  RSPnSIR>» 
31  Pearl  St./  Provincetown  02657 


THE  INN  •  two  village  square 

Ocean  view  guesthouse  with 
sundeck,  pool,  exerciseroom.. 
Wooded  setting  overlooking 
the  village.  Walk  to  shops, 
beach,  restaurants,  piano  & 
dance  bars.  1987  Brochure  - 
(207)  646-5779 

POBox  864-  OGUNQUIT,  ME  03907 


Attorney 
Alec  Gray 

Announces  his  new  law  office 
offering  the  following  service  areas: 

Ciwii  iights 
lux 

Estute  Plmmm§ 
mmi  Wills 
mm  Imm 
fenm&l 
MufmmsMp 
C^ntructs 
ieei  Estate 
immimml 
Persenei  iniyrf 

Alec  Gray.  Attorney  at  Law 
Former  Assistant  Attorney  General 

205  Portland  Street 
Boston.  MA  02114 
(617)  367-2840 


GAirELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  dociors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
(xganizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc.,  etc.,  etc. . . .  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas. 
N.  &  S.  Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  New 
Mexico.  Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee, 
Texas,  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut, 
Delaware,  District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland, 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station, 
NY,  NY  10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail ;  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial.  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  further 
information,  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business-size  envelope.  Pleaso  contact  us  for 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad 
Day  Books,  598A  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y 
1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices). 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


GCN 

TYPESETTING 

□  Journals  □  Letterhead 

□  Brochures  □  Newsletters 

□  Flyers  □  Tickets 

□  Resumes  □  Ads 

□  etcetera 

You  can  help  support 
GCN  white  receiving 
quality,  low-cost 
typesetting  for  yourself  or 
your  organization.  Sliding 
scale  fee.  Just  call 
426-4469. 


Newbury 
Veterinary  Clinic 
Bruce  R.  Weiner,  V.M.D. 

272  Huntington  Av., 
Boston, MA  02115 

Located  Near  Symphony  Station 

Office  Hours  by  Appointment 

Call  266-9269 


INDIVIDUAL/GROUP/COUW-E 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY  ^ 
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COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON^  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


538-70'57 


Saturday  &  Sunday 
Brunch 

$6.95 

Wednesday  night  — 
all  you  can  eat 

$9.95 


;T  TmFNRROnKS 


BACK  BAY  BODKSMITH 

Boston ’s  only  complete  bookstore. 


Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out-of  print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  5364433 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  noods 


Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 
Boston,  MA  02109 


Orleans/Bewster 
Office  ParK 
E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


Hooked  On  Sex 

You’re  hooked  if  sex  is  an  escape  from  depression 
or  relationships.  You’re  hooked  if  you  put  yourself 
in  danger  and  brush  aside  worries  about  AIDS. 

Help  is  available. 


South  End  Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


Teleconversant  Ltd* 

June  Program  Guide 

For  the  Gay  •  Lesbian  •  Bisexual  Community 

Special  Programming 

SUNDAY,  JUNE  21  8:00-8:45  PM 
Travelogue  ‘A  Gay  Tour  of  AmsterdaTU  ’ 

With  your  guide  Michele  Scot  of  Travel  Management  Inc. 

SUNDAY,  JUNE  28  8:00-8:45  PM 
“Share  Yout.Adventures” 

Interesting  and  exciting  outdoor  trips  shared  by  gays  and  lesbians. 
Weekly  Discussion  Groups 
For  Women  Only  1-550-9036  Evenings  8:30-9:15 
TUESDAY:  “Coming  Out”  Sharing  Stories,  Asking  Questions 
WEDNESDAY:  “Spirituality”  What  the  Goddess  Means 
THURSDAY  Older  Lesbians  Confronting  Ageism 

For  Men  Only  1-550-9000  Evenings  8:00-8:45 
TUESDAY:  Issues  For  Gay  Fathers 
WEDNESDAY:  An  Opportunity  for  Discussion  Between 
Transvestites  and  Cross  Dressers 


Among  Friends 

“a  gay  and  lesbian  phone  forum" 

For  Men  Only  Dial  1-550-9000 
For  Women  Only  Dial  1-550-9036 

Open  conversational  lines 
7  days/24  hours  a  day 
available  to  all  those  within  617  area  code 

.20  1st  min./. 10  cii.  ikU'I.  mins. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(61 7)  267-2262 

ALCOHOL/DRUC  TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
1 26  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston,  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 
NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

THE  REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 

Central  America,  Cay  & 

Lesbian  lit,  etc. 

92  Green  St.,  J.P. 

(617)  522-1464 

Tues.-Fri.  12-7  Sat.,  Sun.,  12-5 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
AFFORDABLE  CATERING 
FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 
321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
45  Newbury  St. 

Suite  333 

Boston,  MA02116 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Slri'et 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 


CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 1 22  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR.  DAVID.  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
1 24  Harvard  St.  #3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 


CLEANING 

CRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  and  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5146 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 


ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 


FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 
KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-I0I5 


DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  CROlPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 
JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING  CENTER 
Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

INSURANCE 

ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  0-2174 
643-3040 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence.MA  01840 
683-7676 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  ext.  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A,  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 

FAMILY  THERAPY 
1 0  Coodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
522-9446 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR  WOMEN, 
COUPLES  AND  CHILDREN 
Jill  Richard,  LICSW 
1 1 30  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Square 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
776-6158 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 
186’/!  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 


STEPEHEN  J.  COLDBURCH  ED.D 
Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.,  Suite  231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
3 1 9  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1 1 1 2 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-91 50  ^ 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
267-7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER  ' 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon,  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV  counseling 
&  testing 

WINGS  THERAPY  COLLECTIVE 
60’/!  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  021 38 
876-8438 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 

(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 

641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 

DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Appointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 


PETS 

PEACEABLE  KINGDOM 
Pets,  Supplies,  Grooming 
142  South  St. 

J.P.,  MA  02130 
522-5153 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 


PIANO  TUNINC/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  PeterborougH-St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  0221 5 
536-0526 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 


real  estate 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
b6B  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES  REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
351  Centre  St. 

Jama’ica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 


TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


ITA  TRAVEL  SERVICES 
370  Mystic  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02145 
776-4340 


Coming  Out 

Continued  from  page  7 

then  he  set  up  a  meeting  with  Nor¬ 
theastern  President  Kenneth 
Ryder. 

On  June  28,  Angleo  and  I,  along 
with  Joe,  advisor  to  Lambda  and  a 
member  of  the  English  department 
faculty,  met  with  the  president. 
Each  of  us  explained  why  we 
thought  it  was  necessary  to  change 
the  non-discrimination  clause  to 
include  sexual  preference. 

My  presentation  focused  on  the 
harassment  and  abuse  suffered  by 
gay  people  in  general,  and  by  gay 
students  at  Northeastern  in  par¬ 
ticular.  I  had  borrowed  from  the 
Lambda  archives  a  poster  for  one 
of  our  meetings  that  had  been 
defaced  with  obscene  remarks  and 
drawings.  I  remember  pausing  in 
my  presentation  and  gingerly 
sliding  the  poster  across  the  long 
table  toward  the  president,  who 
picked  it  up  and  unfolded  it.  I  then 
observed  a  wave  of  disgust  pass 
over  his  face  before  he  tactfully  re¬ 
folded  the  poster  and  slid  it  back 
to  me.  The  president  had  had  a 
taste  of  homophobia. 

The  meeting  was  successful 
beyond  our  expectations.  The 
president  not  only  agreed  to 
change  the  wording  of  the  non¬ 
discrimination  clause,  but  also 
formed  a  university  committee  to 
develop  other  proposals  for  deal¬ 
ing  with  anti-gay  prejudice.  Joe, 
Angelo,  and  I  celebrated  with 
beers  at  Fritz.  Four  months  later, 
we  were  working  together  on  the 
“Sexual  Preference  Coalition.” 

The  following  semester.  Lamb¬ 
da  was  contacted  by  Helen,  a 
biology  department  faculty  mem¬ 
ber  who  was  hoping  to  enlist  a 
group  of  us  as  guest  speakers  for 
her  course  on  human  sexuality. 
The  day  of  the  lecture,  I  was  ill. 
But  something  inside  me  got  me 
out  of  my  sick  bed,  and,  fever  of 
102  notwithstanding,  onto  the 
MBTA  to  Northeastern. 


...courage 
means  refusing 
to  let  your  fear 
stop  you. 


Meanwhile,  BILGA  was  by  now 
a  tax-exempt  corporation  with 
several  plans  in  the  works.  One  of 
those  plans  came  to  fruition  in 
February  1984,  when  BILGA 
sponsored  the  first  Northeast  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Student  Activist’s 
Conference.  Seventy-five  gay  and 
lesbian  students  from  28  different 
colleges  and  universities  gathered 
at  Harvard  for  the  event,  which 
featured  a  keynote  address  by 
David  Scondras  and  merited  a 
photograph  in  Newsweek  on  Cam¬ 
pus.  The  conference  has  since 
become  a  perennial  event. 

By  the  end  of  1984 1  had  fulfilled 
all  of  my  requirements  for  gradua¬ 
tion,  and  my  career  as  a  student  ac¬ 
tivist  ended.  I  was  fortunate 
enough  to  leave  behind  a  number 
of  changes:  a  new  non-discrimina¬ 
tion  policy,  an  intercollegiate  stu¬ 
dent  network,  and  a  university 
committee  working  to  increase 
awareness  of  gay /lesbian  issues. 

Closer  to  home,  though,  were 
the  changes  that  had  been  wrought 
within  myself.  Although  I  stumbl¬ 
ed  into  this  career  and  never  con¬ 
sciously  chose  it,  it  made  me 
realize  that  I  am  a  person  capable 
of  making  a  difference.  It  also 
taught  me  that  courage  is  not  fear¬ 
lessness,  but  rather  courage  is 
refusing  to  allow  your  fear  to  stop 
you. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  apply  what 
I’ve  learned  in  a  broader  political 
arena,  to  fight  against  all  oppres¬ 
sion.  Learning  to  affirm  my  sex¬ 
uality  is  only  part  of  the  puzzle. 
With  luck  I  will  learn  to  affirm  all 
that  is  positive  and  worthwhile  in 
my  humanity.  Now  that  I  have 
come  out  as  a  gay  man,  I  hope  also 
to  come  out  as  a  human  being. 
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PERSONALS _ 

JULIE  HANNAH  MOONBELLY 

Hey  sweet  womon  in  Santa  Cruz,  Dykes 
and  fags  all  over  the  map  join  me  in 
congratulating  you  on  your  grad.  We 
are  all  prouc  of  you.  So,  from  one  fat, 
mushy,  Jewish  Dyke  to  another- 
Mazeltov!  I  love  you,  girll-Peabody.  PS- 
Will  flooze&TheBrain  see  this?  Mad  & 
Kim  definitely  will!!  Kisses. _ (^) 

I  MISSED  YOU  NANCY  C. 

Let's  not  do  it  again  any  time  soon. 
Love-ET 


_ (^) 

HEALTH  CONSCIOUS 

GAY  MEN  AND  LESBIANS;  Do  you 
want  HONEST  Friendships  or  a  DEEP¬ 
LY  SATISFYING  Relationship  in  the 
future?  Discover  CONNECTION,  Ltd.* 
WE  ARE  NEW  ENGLANDS  ONLY  GAY 
OWNED  &  STAFFED  DATING  NET¬ 
WORK.  We  UNDERSTAND  and  IDEN¬ 
TIFY  with  the  needs  of  OUR  COMMUNI¬ 
TY.  The  experienced  and  attentive  staff 
at  CONNECTION,  Ltd.  will  put  you -in 
touch  with  SINCERE  people  who  share 
your  Values  and  Goals  in  the 
future. CONFIDENTIAL,  PROFE- 
SIONAL,  SELECTIVE.  Call  today-  You’ll 
thank  yourself  for  discovering  CON¬ 
NECTION  IN  NEW  ENGLAND:  (617) 
723-2021 

_ (47) 

ACT  NOW 

This  LF,  24,  won’t  be  single  for  long! 
Trim  and  funny  w/a  promising  future 
seeks  similar  LF  in  20’s  for  long  hot 
summer  &  beyond.  Politically  aware  a 
plus.  Box  210. _ (44) 

Gay  male  escort  wanted  by  prof  lesbian 
for  work-related  social  events.  Must  be 
able  to  pass  for  straight.  I  will  rec- 
procate.  Should  be  avail  June  20  for 
dinner  party.  Send  reply  to  PO  Box 
8835,  Lowell,  MA  01853. _ (44) 

LF  36  self-aware  meditate  open  mind. 
Like  class  music  outdoors  camping.  Sk 
sim  F’s  30-45  for  friendship.  Poss  Ing 
term  res.  I’m  not  pc  or  athletic.  No 
drugs  or  hvy  alcohol.  Libra.  Box  208  (44) 

GBF  looking  for  GF  30  or  under  for 
friendship.  Need  kind,  fun  loving  per¬ 
son  who  is  willing  to  tolerate  my 
stressful  academic  life.  No  drugs  or 
alcohol.  Race  no  concern. Box  209.  (44) 

CIncut,  cinshavn,  working  GWM  18-26 
or  studnt  wntd  as  houseboy/even  lover! 
Own  lux  room,  cable  TV,  air,  fone,  off 
street  prkng,  ww  on  MBTA  line  (Bost). 
No  smokng,  Abs  safe  sex!  436-4533. 
Bob. _ (15.17) 

I  LOVE  YOU,  SARA  K. 

Only  2  days  away  from  our'5th  anniver¬ 
sary!  You’re  the  best  mate  a  person 
could  ever  want.  The  same  ole’  words 
say  my  feelings  best  -  I  love  you,  Sara 
K_! _ (^) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks.  Swimmers.  Athletes.  Outcalls 
now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Also  hiring.  Earn 
$60  -I-  /hr.  Work  in  any  city.)  Call  Scott  at 
215-545-1238. _ (48) 

GAY  MEN  AND  LESBIANS 
Do  you  find  yourself  asking:  How  can  I 
meet  sincere,  quality  people  who  share 
my  interests  and  attitudes?  The  answer 
is  BUDDIES,  the  personalized  introduc¬ 
tion  service,  serving  over  3,000  mem¬ 
bers  for  over  5  years  throughout  New 
England.  BUDDIES  is  the  best  alter¬ 
native  for  selective  adults.  Gay  staffed, 
professional,  and  discrete.  Why  wait? 
Call  today!  (603)  880-7625. _ (43) 

Hi.  I’m  Connie  and  I’m  lonely.  Please 
call  me.  1-900-410-3700.  50  •  Toll  first 
minute,  35*each  additional  minute.  (44) 

I  need  someone  to  talk  to.  Call  Pam 
1-900-410-3600.  50*  Toll  first  minute,  35' 
each  additional  minute. _ (44) 

HI.  My  name  is  Lisa.  I’m  young  and 
beautiful.  I’d  like  ot  talk  to  you.  Give  me 
a  call  1-900-410-3800.  50*  Toll  first 
minute,  35*  each  additional  minute.  (44) 

Semi  ret  WM  will  share  sm  sec  country 
home  with  person  seeking  perm  home. 
Good  character,  no  drugs,  prefer  dis 
Viet  vet,  Spenser  area.  Call  after  6pm 
(617)  347-3866  for  all  info,  no  collect 
calls. _ (45) 


Among  friends 

FOR  MEN  ONLY 
1  -550-9000 

Introducing 
"Regional  Block 
Parties" 
Evenings  7-9pnn. 

Tuesday— So.  Shore 
&  Cape  Cod 
Wednesday— 

Metro  West 
Thursday— No.  Shore 
Lowell  &  Lawrence 

1  -550-9000 

.20;  1st.  min/ .  lOc  ea.  adcTI 
24hrs/7days 


PERSONALS _ 

LESBIAN  AND  GAY  PRIDE  ’87  NOTES 

So  much  is  happening  -  so  much  to 
know  about!  PRIDE  DAY  is  happening 
on  June  13,  1987.  Meet  at  City  Hall 
Plaza  at  1 1  am  for  pre-march  festivities. 
March  kicks  off  at  noon  sharp!  (*not  at 
Copley  Square  as  in  past  years). 

•  Pride  childcare  volunteers  are  needed 
for  the  rally/festival  on  Boston  Com¬ 
mon.  Responsible  people  to  staff 
childcare  area  ’/a  -  1  hr  shifts  from 
2-5pm.  Call  734-1090. 

•  We'll  meet  at  City  Hall  Plaza  (not 
Copley  Square  as  in  past  years). 

•  Volunteers  are  always  needed.  Check 
in  at  the  information  table  on  Pride  Day 
morning. 

•  Special  volunteers  are  needed  to  help 
disabled  members  of  our  community. 

•  A  vehicle  will  be  provided  for  people 
who  can’t  walk  the  Pride  Route  -  and 
will  pick  up  folks  along  the  way! 

•  Please  register  your  motorized  floats 
in  advance.  It’s  free  as  usual! 

•  Sign  up  now  to  sponsor  a  port-a-potty. 
Only  $57  per  unit.  The  community  will 
thank  you! 

•  Donations  aiways  accepted.  Time, 
money,  goods  or  services  all  welcome! 
Call  the  PridePhone,  267-2T13,for 
details  or  specific  information.  (48) 

FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 

DIAL  1-550-9036 

Group  and  Private 
Conversation. 
Community  Interest 
Programming 
Exclusively 
for  Lesbians 
AMONG  FRIENDS 
FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 
1-550-9036 

.20  Istmin./.lOea.min. 
_ 24  hrs./day _ 


Hlone? 

Rre  you  alone  by  choice  or 
lack  of  choices?  ComQuest 
has  prouided  thousands  of  gay 
men  aiith  a  safe,  effectiue 
uiay  of  meeting  compatible 
friends  and  partners. 

—  No  fees  exceed  *30  — 

For  a  free  information  packet 
call  .  .  . 

800-633-6969 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE  BOSTON  COMMITTEE  TO 
FREE  SHARON  KOWALSKI 

Invites  you  to  walk  with  us  in  support  of 
Karen  &  Sharon  on  Gay  Pride  Day.  See 
our  information  table  to  sign  a  petition, 
learn  about  legal  protection,  join  the 
Committee,  read  our  newsletter  and 
more.  To  help  out  call  Maryanne  at 
522-7466. _ .  (44) 

LEARN  SPANISH  THIS  SUMMER 
AT  CASA 

Study  Spanish  with  the  pros!  All  levels, 
small  classes,  experienced  native 
teachers.  Summer  term  starts  June  8th. 
Call  492-8699.  For  information  and  a 
brochure. _ (45) 

AIDS  ANXIETY  GROUP 
Now  forming  in  Brookline 
Individual  counseling  also  available 
Call  Christopher  Gaynor,  M.A. 
or  Rosalie  Brown,  Ed.D  277-4360  (46) 

NASTY  POLITICS 

Unbelievably  filthy  but  politically  cor¬ 
rect  videos,  pix,  newsletter.  Head/body 
shaves,  bondage,  enemas,  SM,  TT,  VA 
fetishes  galore.  All  male,  all  nasty,  all 
hot,  but  all  safer  sex.  Free  personal 
ads,  free  info:  TR  Witomski,  41  Bon- 
naire,  Toms  River,  NJ  08757.  Models, 
writers,  artists,  lawyers  wanted:$$$ 
_ _ _ (15.20) 


HELP  WANTED 

NURSE  PRACTIITIONER  (ARNP) 

Preferred,  will  consider  physician  asis- 
tant  with  gyn  experiences  for  12  hours 
a  week  providing  well-woman 
gynecological  services.  Must  be  able  to 
work  independently.  Send  resume  by 
6/13/87  to  Concord  Feminist  Health 
Center,  38  South  Main  St.,  Concord. 
N.H.  03301. _ («) 

ATTENDANT  NEEDED 
GWM  in  wheelchair  looking  for  atten¬ 
dant  9  hours/week,  $6.30/hour.  No  ex- 
perience  needed.  Call  262-6632.  (45) 

DISABLED  LESBIAN  NEEDS 
ATTENDANT 

Mon.  8:30am  thru  Weds.  8:30am  (48 
hours)  $140  clear  for  48  hour  shift. 

I  am  paralysed  from  the  neck  down.  I 
need  attendants.  I  prefer  to  hire  Les¬ 
bians.  Most  women  who  work  for  me 
stay  an  average  of  1-2  years.  This 
means  I  need  to  fill  at  least  2-3  posi¬ 
tions  a  year.  I  need  women  now  and  will 
need  more  women  over  the  next  year.  I 
need  women  who  will  be  my  body  and 
help  me  do  my  art,  accompany  me  on 
speaking  engagements,  write  for  me, 
help  me  draw  with  my  mouth,  feed  me, 
dress  and  toilet  me,  all  under  my  direc¬ 
tion.  If  you  have  a  drivers  license,  are 
able  to  lift  110  lbs.,  are  a  light  sleeper, 
non-smoker,  responsible  and  able  to 
follow  directions,  and  are  interested  in 
learning  new  skills,  please  call  Connie 
Panzarino  at  524-0921. _ (38) 

PART  TIME  ATTENDANT 
Personal  care  attendant  for  disabled 
feminist,  writer.  Mon-Fri,  3-5pm  or 
5-7pm.  No  lifting  necessary,  but  prefer 
those  with  strength.  Experience  not 
necessary,  will  train,  but  need  reliable, 
committed  attendants.  Call  232-5956 
eves.  Let  phone  ring. _ (C) 


HELP  WANTED _ 

NEWS  EDITOR 

To  coordinate  the  news  department; 
write  or  assign  to  other  staff  or 
volunteer  writers  articles  of  local  and 
national  interest;  edit  copy;  and  layout 
news  pages  each  week.  Requires 
strong  writing  and  editing  skills. 

All  GCN  positions  require  familiarity 
with  gay  and  lesbian  community;  com¬ 
mitment  to  gay  and  lesbian  liberation, 
feminism,  anti-racism  and  collective 
decision-making;  and  an  awareness  of 
class  issues. 

All  GCN  staff  members  recieve 
$180/week  plus  4  weeks  paid  vacation, 
complete  health/life  insurance  and  sick 
leave.  GCN  also  offers  staff  members  a 
flexible,  non  hierarchical  work  setting, 
with  room  for  independence  and  inova¬ 
tion. 

Send  resumes  by  June  8  to:  GCN  JOB 
Search,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  par- 
ticularly  encouraged  to  apply. _ (C) 

PROVINCETOWN 

Houseperson  wanted  -  clean,  depen¬ 
dable.  Room,  salary,  good  tips,  40 
hrs/week  now  until  November  20.  Guest 
house  call  10:30-7:30  487-0094.  Water- 
ship  Inn. _ (44) 

RAPE  CRISIS  CENTER 
Sks  program  coordinator  w/fundraising 
&  admin  skills,  committed  to  bldng 
multicultural  org.  Some  counseling, 
will  train.  $20K  -i- bens.  Resumes  to 
BARCC,  36  Pleasant,  Camb,  MA  02139 
by  6/15. _ (44) 

BROADWAY  BIKESHOP  HIRING 
mechanically-inclined  person  needed 
at  retail/repair/teaching  bicycle  shop. 
Exp.  preferred;  women  &  people  of  col- 
or  encouraged. 868-3392 _ (44) 


PUBLICATIONS 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the 
National  coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  an¬ 
nouncements  of  interest  to  the  national 
Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4 
issues)  $10.  To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  930 
F  Street,  NW  no  514,  Wash.,  DC  20004. 
Black/Out:  Because  silence  is  costly. 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism, 
Quarterly  ot  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if, 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  263G,  SF.  CA 
94114. _ (V15.18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian,  Dept 
GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  10011.  (ex) 
off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  out  backs’  Dept  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 
National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $11/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville 
MA  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of 
Feminism,  Spirituality,  and  Politics," 
an  inspiring  international  quarterly 
publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4 
issues;  singles  issues  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 
ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertain¬ 
ment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  48 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus 
timely  sexual  advice  and  news  colums. 
We  are  quarterly,  national,  unique  and 
provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94142. _ (ex) 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 

$35 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

Patient  Services  Clerk 

Dependable,  organized,  enthusiastic,  &  personable  per¬ 
son  for  patient  services  department.  FT  with  benefits. 
Cali  David  at  267-0900. 

Cleaning/Maintenance  Person 

Energetic,  compulsive  person  needed  to  clean  &  do 
maintenance  work  at  community  health  center.  Early 
mornings  or  evenings,  16-20  hours  per  week.  Call 
Heather  at  267-0900. 


Full  benefits,  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
FCHC  16  Havlland  St.,  Boston,  MA  021 15 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•  DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noc 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


.STATE. 


APT.- 

ZIP 


PHONE  L 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  If  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

1 

Bold  Headlines: 


■  1st  4  Lines 
I  or  part  thereof: 

i  Additional  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


Business 

Non-Business 

Business 

Non-Business 

Business 

Non-Business 


_ X  2.00 

_ X  1.00 

7.00 

5.00 

- X  .75 

_ X  .50 

TOTAL 


Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof:  _  x  12.00  =  .  . 

TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  =  _ 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  = _ 

SUBTOTAL  =  _ 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks  10%  = _ 

for  21-30  consec.  wks.  15%  = _ 


for  31 -F  consec,  wks.  20%  = 


TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 


MAKE  THOSE  DATES 

Want  to  volunteer  at  GCN  and  find  out 
about  the  local  gay/lesbian  scene?  Got 
1-3  hours/week  and  some  typing  skills? 
You  could  compile  GCN’s  calendar. 
Days  or  nights  ok;  couple  o’months 
committment  desired.  Call  Loie  at 
426-4469.  _ (C) 


PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY  ALL 
CLASSIFIED  ADS. 

Return  this  form  with  payment  to: 

GCA/  Classifieds,  62  Berkeley  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00 

Tearshts;  #wks _ xl.OO 


TOTAL  = 
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TRY  GCN’s 

GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon.  ^ 

ROOMMATE  WANTED  ROOMMATE  WANTED 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

522-0826 


(15.20) 


YOUR  NEW  HOME!!! 

Skg  2LFs  or  BiFs  for  beautiful  3BR  apt 
in  JP  nr  T,  pond,  Arb.  Amicable  &  indep 
household.  Call  Priscilla  or  Sally, 
524-4214.  $275  includes  heat. _ (45) 

ARLINGTON  CENTER 
SWM  seeks  LF  or  GM  to  share  large  2 
bedroom.  Must  love  animals.  Near  T. 
Rent  approx  $350  inclusive.  Casual 
lifestyle.  Avail  7/1. 643-0434  eve.  (45) 

Friendly  supportive  LF  home  near 

Davis  SQ.  Lg  sunny  rooms,  2  porches, 
garden.  3  housemates  seek  2  for  semi¬ 
coop,  semi-veg  home.  No  cigs  or  pets. 
$260  +  .  Please  call  625-7435. _ (45) 

LF  needs  LF  25-1-  for  spacious  Cam- 
bridgeprot  house  with  fireplace.  Rent 
$330  +  util.  Must  be  financially  respon¬ 
sible,  independent,  sports  consious, 
easy-going.  No  pets.  Call  Lindsay  after 
6:30:  876-9836. _ («) 

L/Bi  seeks  rmte  for  large  sunny  W.  Som. 
apt.  Near  Davis  T.  $225  -l-  for  June  1 .  No 
smoke  or  pets.  Call  628-1511. _ (45) 

NATICK  2BR  APT  TO  SHARE 
Prof  LF  straight  appering,  looking  for 
same  to  pay  $320/month  plus  elec  inci 
ht&htwtr.  Close  to  major  rtes.  Near 
Lake  &  gd  biking.  Call  653-3984.  (47) 

NEWTONVILLE 

2  LF's  seek  ILF  quiet,  non-smoker  to 
share  semi-coop  home.  Spacious  with 
yard.  $200  plus  Avail  July  1st.  Call 
Jackie  or  Karen  965-0648. _ (^) 

LF  35  seeks  LF  to  share  apt  in  Lesbian 
owned  home  10  min  from  JP.  Wdfirs, 
Indry  $300  +  .  No  drugs  or  pets.  Near  T, 
avail  6/1.  Call  to  talk.  522-1526.  '  (47) 

BELCHERTOWN— JULY  1 
2  LFs  and  dog/cat  sk  2  more  for  4  bdrm 
apt.  Garden  space,  yd.  chem  free,  no 
smoking,  semi-veg,  reasonable  rent.  No 
more  pets.  Write  Penny  &  Barb.  PO  106. 
Wendell,  MA  01279.  Will  call  '  im¬ 
mediately. 

DAVIS  SQUARE 

LF  grad  stud  25  sks  same.  Lg  3  bd,  yard, 
nr  T,  respon.  supportive  atmos.  No 
smoke,  pet  negot.  $300-h.  Lisa 
776-6612. _ (^) 

LF  35  seeks  roommate  to  share 
spacious  sunny  2  Bdr  apt  in  2  fam 
house.  Fireplace,  porch,  yard,  short 
walk  to  T.  Belmont,  $380-1-  util. 
641-2409. _ (44) 

2LFs  sk  LF  to  sublet  Irg  room  June-Sept 
in  sunny  apt.  w/porches,  etc.  nr  Davis 
Sq  Som.  $216  -)- .  No  cigs  pis.  628-2894. 

. _ m 

SUNNY  VIC  APT:  JONES  HILL 

LF  sks  LF  for  3  BR  apt.  yr,  2  Porches 
den,  E.I.K.  cable,  piano,  etc.  Nr  T, 
stores,  Indry,  friendly  ind  fo  semi-coop. 
Responsible  studenf  or  GM  ok.  $295  +  . 
282-2962  eves  aval  I  6/1. _ (^) 

Responsible  LF  sks  similar  25 -i-  to 
share  2  Br  in  Dorch.  Nonsmoker  prefer¬ 
red.  Washer  &  porch.  $300  incI  heaf  & 
hot  water.  Leave  message.  265-3109.(45) 

LF  31  &  2  cats  Ikg  for  feminist  woman 
to  shr.  Ige,  sunny  apt.  w/bkyd  in  W. 
Som.  Friendly,  resp  &  neat.  No 
smke/pets  pis.  $275 -l-.  Call  Eileen 
628-6133. _ (^) 

COUNTRY  LIVING  NOW 
30  -r  LF  home  owner  seeks  similar  or  L 
couple  to  share  home.  Must  love 
animals,  no  drugs/alco,  able  to  pay 
$500.  Country  setting-garden  space 
avail.  Littleton.  486-3064. _ (44) 

GWM  and  2  SWM,  early  20's  seek  GM  to 
share  a  beautiful  Central  Square,  Camb 
5  bdrm  house.  Fully  furnished,  near  T. 
Modern  kitchen,  free  laundry,  large 
yard  and  plenty  of  privacy.  Friendly, 
communal  atmosphere.  $270 -f  utils 
/month.  Call  Chris  at  GCN  weekdays, 
10-6,426-4469. _ (C) 

LF  sks  LF  25-1-  to  share  spacious 
Brkine  Hse,  near  T.  Semi-cp,  sprtve, 
spirtl.  No  smkg,  ale,  drgs,  Hve  cat.  Rent 
$375  +  util.  Avail  June  1. 232-9089.  (44) 

2L  seek  3rd  tor  Somerville  apt.  2nd  fl, 
sunny.  Looking  for  non-smoker,  21+, 
responsible  &  FRIENDLY.  Rent 
$285 -F  utils. Call  628-7744  9-3pm 
wkdays.  (44) 

LF  37  seeks  warm,  indep  rmte  for  sunny 
JP  apt  3  min  from  Arboretum.  Great 
back  porch.  Wash  mach.  $280 -F  .Call 
52  2-2  2  4  0.(4  5) _ 

LF  prof/grad  -30-w/lge  well-bhvd  dog 
sks  share  apt/apt  hunt  w/simir.  Prfr 
Mdfd/MIrse  area-will  consdr  other.  Out 
indoor  space  imp.  Quiet,  resp  flex. 
603-659-6081  diet  ok.  5-10pm. _ (^) 


SEEKING  INTERDEPENDENCE 

LF33  seeks  LF  30  -f  for  Irge  2  bdrm  near 
ball/Davis  Sq  Somerville  2  prehs  yd, 
tree-lined  st  no  cigs,  subst  abuse  neat. 
12  step  welcome  as  is  a  desire  for  a 
home.$325-F.  Avail  6/15.  Colleen  dys 
492-2071,  eve  629-2882. _ (45) 

DAVIS  SQUARE  APARTMENT 
Spacious  6  rm  2  porch  yd  trees.  1  LF 
seeks  other  to  share.  No  cig,  alch, 
drugs.  Pref  prof  over  30,  neat,  clean. 
$337 -F  .  628-9379. _ (^) 

REAL  ESTATE _ 

NH  FARMHOUSE  &  BARN 

6  -F  ACRES 

Circa  1800  colonial;  wide  pine  floors,  9 
rms,  5  frplcs-1  kettle  &  crane  w/behive 
oven,  gunstock  ernrs,  Indian  shutters,  2 
story  brn  w/ell  to  house  -  6.72  acres  inci 
pasture  -  trails  nearby  -Approx  30  mins 
to  Manch,  Concord  &  Portsmouth. 
$189,900  •  Call  603-435-8088.  (M5) 


MICROBUS  MOVING 

small  moves 

CAREFUL  &  COURTEOUS 

522-6513 

_ (49) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 
_ (1) 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 
(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 
_  (1) 

JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU#24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ (1^) 

ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321-7037  or  322-7373  Pat 
_ _ (VI  4.46) 


Prisoners 
Seeking 


MHniHHiniMuriiiiinHinHmHimitinMn 

TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
iAlex«nder  Berkman,  Prison  Mtmoirs  of  an 
AnarcfiistJ. 


I'm  a  gay  Black  female  who’s  doing 
hard  time  (15-30  yrs)  and  would  like 
some  mail  from  gay  women  or  men.  I 
can’t  write  other  prisoners  but  I  enjoy 
writing  poems  and  letters,  so  I  would 
like  to  share  some  of  my  time  with  a 
nice  friend.  Thank  you.  Roslynn  TATE, 
7271,  Box  180,  Muncy  PA  17756 


I 


From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

oc 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

< 

.s 

•  Lie.  and  INS. 

o 

X 

236-1848 

Condos,  Townhouses,  and,  Homes  with  Income 
Dorchester,  Roxbur^i,  &  Mattapan 

Betty  Gibson  Associates,  Inc. _ _ _ ^ 

Kcsidcntial  Real  ti'^rarc 

ORIANA  N.  VAN  DAELE 

SALES  ASSOCIATE 


249  Adams  Street 
Dorchester,  MA  02122 


825-8200 

Se  habla  espanol 


SUMMER  RENTALS 

Monhegan  Is.  ME.  2BR,  2Bath,  full  kit¬ 
chen.  Gas/kersone  lights.  $350/wk. 
July/Aug.  Not  the  Ritz.  203-456-4702 
eves.  203-429-8673  days. _ (*45) 

PROVINCETOWN 

Cozy  1  BR  condo,  2  firs  sleeps  4  w/priv 
parking,  courtyard,  garden.  Jun  &  Sept. 
$400/wk  July  &  Aug  $500/wk.  1  block 
from  center.  Call  643-7819  or  244-8615. 

_ m 


APARTMENTS 


Dorchester.  A  full  Floor,  6  rooms!  Lvng 
Rm.  Din  Rm.  Eat-in  Kit.  &  more!  F&B 
Porches  5  min  walk  to  Red  Line  Owner 
Occ.  $750  -F  .  288-601 1  Hurry!  (44) 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES  from  $1.  (U 
repair).  Delinquent  tax  property. 
Repossessions.  Call  1-805-687-6000 
Ext.GH-1437  for  current  repo  list.  (47) 

SERVICES 


« 

PROVINCETOWN  • 

•  CONDO  FOR  RENT  2  BDRM,  Iv-  • 

•  kit.  combr,  2  min  walk  priv.  J 

•  beach.  $400  wk  June  &  Sept.  • 


$450  July  &  Aug.  Eve  • 


•  617-685-9104. 


(44) 


A 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•  General  Medical  Care 
•Sports  Medicine 

•  Diagnosis  &  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office 
Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD  . 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459, 


I  would  like  to  ask  for  a  pen  pal.  My 
hobbies  are  running  and  weightlifting 
(in  here).  I  just  received  a  letter  from 
someone  I  deeply  care  about  telling 
me  our  relationship  is  over,  and  I 
would  like  someone  to  talk  to.  Ron 
WISEMAN,  196-067,  Box  5500, 
Chillicothe  OH  45601. _ 

•  Hi  out  there  to  the  lovely  gays  in  the 
free  world.  Would  love  to  write  so¬ 
meone.  Kirby  ABRAM,  38319,  Box 
900,  Jefferson  City  MO  65102 _ 

Lonely  Bi-male  looking  for  friend  and 
possible  roommate  to  relocate  with 
when  I’m  free.  I’m  an  energetic  young 
man  who  is  a  good  worker  in  need  of 
a  job  eventually,  and  I’m  intrigued  by 
the  Boston  area.  If  you  can  help.  I’d 
be  grateful.  Doug  WALDRON, 
193-435,  Box  511,  Columbus  OH 
43216  

I  am  hopelessly  sexy  and  have  a 
sweet  disposition  and  really  want  to 
turn  you  on.  Johnny  HOPE,  Box  137, 
Tillery  NC  27887 _ 

GAY  in  prison,  lonely,  need  someone 
to  parole  to.  One  is  a  lonely  number. 
“I”  is  so  much  weaker  than  “we”.  Rob 
SCOTT,  624655,  Box  138,  Medical 
Lake  WA  99022. _ 

I  am  half  Indian  and  half  Dutch,  have 
a  very  dark  complexion,  and  am 
bisexual  (really  more  gay  than 
straight).  My  hobby  is  making  wooden 
furniture.  I’m  looking  for  someone  to 
write.  Samuel  Ray  HILL,  386792,  Rt  1 
Box  16,  Lovelady  TX  75851. _ 

I  would  like  to  write  someone  to  help 
me  pass  this  lonely  time.  If  you  could 
also  send  a  dictionary  and  some 
‘flesh’  books,  that  would  help  too. 
Thanks.  Willjam  E.  HARRIS,  800029, 
Box  316,  Ft  Madison  lA  52627 _ 

Hi!  I’m  31.  My  interests  are  singing, 
boxing,  softball,  and  I  enjoy  working 
with  the  elderly.  I’d  like  to  start 
writing  someone  and  get  to  know 
each  other,  Marquin  T.  GLENN, 
30398,  Box  2,  Lansing  KS  66043. 


RESORTS 


Cool  nights,  warm  days,  ocean,  rocks, 
fresh  clean- air,  tall  pines,  quiet.  Sea 
Gnomes'  Home.  Reasonable  rates, 
seasonal.  For  women  only.  PO  Box  33, 
Stonington,  ME04681. _ (^) 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 
Long,  lazy  days  by  our  pool,  cool  nights 
by  a  crackling  fire.  Peace  &  privacy  on 
100  beautiful  acres.  Charming  guest 
rooms.  Gracious,  common  areas.  Hik¬ 
ing,  golf,  tennis,  antiquing  nearby.  The 
Highlands  Inn,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem 
NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  & 
Judith,  innkeepers. _ (15.11) 

CHECK'ER  OUT 
AT  THE  CHECK‘ER  INN 
Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  park¬ 
ing,  Apartments  also  available.  1  block 
to  bay,  open  year’round.  487-9029,  25 
Winthrop  St.,  P'town,  MA  02657  (46) 

LADY  JANE’S  INN  —  P’TOWN 
Newly  built  &  ideally  located.  Private 
baths  &  spacious  rooms.  Separate  out¬ 
side  entrances.  Free  parking  &  con¬ 
tinental  breakfast.  Common  area  with 
TV  &  VCR.  Tel.  (617)  487-3387  or  write  to 
7  Central  St.,  P’town,  MA  02657.  (48) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Vermont’s  only  all-woman  vacation 
farm.  High  in  the  lush  Green  Mt’s,  a 
gorgeous,  easy  drive  from  Boston. 
Horsebackriding,  adorable  baby  goats, 
gardens,  fields,  auefions,  fairs  and 
much  more!  Call  for  brochure 
802-533-7772. _ (44,46,48,50) 

SWEET  CAROLINE 

A  new  women's  guest  house  right 
around  the  corner  from  Duval  Street  in 
Historic  Key  West.  Patricia  Major,  MD, 
owner.  529  Caroline  Street,  Key  West, 
FL,  33040,  or  call  (305)  296-5173.  (49) 


ORGANIZATIONS 

DOB 

Support  organization  for  leabians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every 
Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special  raps  for 
35 -F,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby 
boomers,  singles,  coming  out,  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (V14.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite 
140,  580  Castro  St.  S1^,  CA,  94114. 
_ (V14.15) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY 
AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and 
under.  Wednesday  night  general 
rrieeting  from  7:30  to  9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:30;  Women’s  meeting  at  6. 
Call  497-8282  for  info. _ (32) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go  to? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 

Call  Tony,  497-8282 
_ (V14.32) 

PROJECT  TRUTH/FREE  WILL 
Info  packet  on  police  abuse  of  gay 
teens,  and  ways  it  can  be  stopped.  1  yr 
membership  $20.  Info  $2  (for  postage  & 
printing)  to:  Project  TRUTH/Free  Will, 
PO  Box  244,  Paramus,  NJ  07653-0244. 
_ (1^) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174,  New  York,  New  York  10018. 
_ (VI  5.23) 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


PRISON  ABOLITION!!! 
We’ve  heard  that  thel 
fabulous  book  INSTEAD  OF 
PRISONS,  is  FREE  to 
prisoners!!!!!  “This  hand¬ 
book  is  written  for  those  who 
feel  it  is  time  to  say  “no”  to 
prisons,  for  those  open  to  the 
notion  that  the  only  way  to 
reform  the  prison  system  is 
to  dismantle  it,  for  those  who  | 
seek  a  strategy  to  get  us 
from  here  to  there.”  Order 
your  copy  from:  Safer  Society 
Press,  3049  E.  Genesee  St, 
Syracuse  NY  13224. 


To  whom  it  may  concern:  I  am  a 
homosexual  in  prison  and  would  like 
fo  have  penpals.  Age  35,  Name  &  Ad¬ 
dress,  Roger  WHEELER,  192-323,  Box 
5500,  Chillicothe  OH  45601. _ 

Gay  man  seeking  friendship  and 
possible  serious  relationship.  I  can 
be  sexy  fern  or  masculine  man.  I 
parole  at  the  end  of  this  year  (1987) 
and  would  be  willing  to  live  anywhere 
that  I  could  find  a  job  and  a  place  to 
live.  Lincoln  SWEARS,  136554,  Box 
1000,  Craigsville  VA  24430. _ 

I  want  to  start  off  by  saying  I’m  a 
prisoner  but  not  a  con-man.  I’m  gay 
and  wish  to  correspond  with  other 
gays  for  friendship,  I  have  an  ad  in 
some  papers  here  in  Florida  saying  I 
do  very  nice  ink  drawings  for  $5,  and 
they  ARE  nice,  and  the  People  are 
very  happy  with  them.  So  I  don’t  need 
to  ask  for  nothing.  All  I  want  to  do  is 
find  someone  who  I  can  like  and  who 
can  like  me.  Herman  COX,  924778 
(H-5-B-6-T),  1150  SW  Allapattah  Rd,  In- 
diantown  FL  33456. 


LOOKING  AT 
USED  CARS  ? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to 
us  for  a  complete  evaluation. 
^20.  for  4  or  6  cylinder  cars  — 
$5.  extra  for  V-8,  van  or  A/C 
(with  this  ad).  If  you  would  like 
a  woman  mechanic  to  work  on 
your  car,  please  say  so  when 
you  make  your  appointment. 

J.&S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  Street 
2670300 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

•  HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 

•  Alternative  Ins'-.;.  ' '  •  Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  '!  "•  ■  • Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatol., tries  • 

•  Podiatry  • 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  16  Haviland  St.,  Boston  MA  02115 


by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 


=  15  YEARS  SERVING  THE  C  *Y  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY= 


*  quality  care  •  research  •  health  education  • 
•  confidential  • 


C/^L^MDI^R 


Dean  (at  left)  and  the  Weanies,  13  Saturday 


May  30 
to 

June  13 

30  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Let’s  Dance  —  an  evening  of 
dancing  lor  women.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church.  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8:30pm-12:30am.  $5.  Info:  625-3910. 

31  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  &  gay  neighbors’ 
brunch.  Doyle’s,  Washington  St.  11am.  In¬ 
fo:  522-3894. 

Boston  —  “From  All  Walks  of  Life,’’  a 

pledge  walk  to  benefit  AIDS  care  & 
research.  Info:  Contact  Liz  Page  or  Richard 
Giglio,  AIDS  Action  Committee,  266-6906 
or  437-6200. 

Boston  —  Foreign  women’s  support  group 
monthly  meeting.  Info:  Maria,  625-4277. 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  softball.  Magazine 
Field,  Memorial  Dr.  All  abilitites  welcome. 
$1  donation.  Info:  Steph,  357-5774. 
Boston  —  Rock  Against  Sexism  disc  party 
to  benefit  the  AIDS  Action  Committee.  The 
1270.  $2  more/less.  Info:  789-5853. 

Boston  —  Boston’s  Other  Voice  with  host 
Peter  Stickel.  WROR,  98.5  FM.  12:30am, 
Monday  morning. 


Cambridge  —  Gay  men’s  potiuck  social 
group.  Info:  David,  497-6197. 


Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus,  6  Saturday 


june  1  monday 

Boston  —  Lesbian  parenting  discussion 
sponsored  by  the  National  Association  of 
Social  Workers.  7:30pm.  Info:  227-9635 
days,  or  625-2609  eves. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  entrepreneurs  and 
would-be  entrepreneurs.  DOB,  Old  Camb. 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $1. 
Info:  661-3633. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Rap:  Legal  Issues 

for  Lesbian  Couples.  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  8-10pm.  Info:  354-8807. 

2  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  DOB  Forum  presents  slides 
of  Italy.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $1.  Info: 
661-3633. 

3  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  “Politics  of  Fat’’  discussion 
group.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St., 
Cambridge.  7:30-9:30pm.  Free.  Info: 
354-8807. 

Boston  —  GCN  Features  Transition  Party. 

All  welcome  to  greet  Stephanie  and  say 
goodbye  to  Loie.  Bring  munchies  or  drink. 
62  Berkeley  St.  7pm.  Info:  426-4469. 

Boston  —  Dyke  Divers/Amphibious 
Amazons.  Slides  and  planning  for  season. 
All  lesbian,  certified  scuba  divers  welcome. 
Info:  Claire,  437-9009. 


4  thursday 

Cambridge  —  Gay  &  lesbian  bowling  night 

at  Lanes  and  Games.  Part  of  GLDC  spring 
visibility  campaign.  Route  2  near  Alewife 
rotary.  7pm.  Info:  661-7737. 

Boston  —  GCN’s  production  night.  All 

welcome.  Proofreading:  before  8pm.  Paste¬ 
up:  after  7pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  GCN: 
426-4469. 

Boston  —  Boston  NOW  Lesbian  Rights  Task 
Force  meeting.  971  Comm.  Ave.  6:30pm. 
Info:  Lenora,  782-1056. 

Boston  —  GLDC  members  Cathy  Hoffman 
and  Mara  Math  discuss  foster  care  and  les- 
bian/gay  visibility.  The  Charley  Brennan 
Show,  call-in.  WNTN,  15.5  AM.  8-8:40am. 

Cambridge  —  Book  celebration  with  Sarah 
Pirtle,  author  of  An  Outbreak  of  Peace.  New 
Words,  186  Hampshire  St.  7:30pm.  Free. 
Info:  876-5310. 

5  friday 

Boston  —  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the 
paper  and  meet  new  friends.  62  Berkeley 
St.  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops. 
Anytime  after  6pm.  Info:  GCA/,426-4469 

Brookline  —  Am  Tikva  first  Friday  Shabbat 
Service.  Potiuck  reception  to  follow.  All 
welcome.  Workmen’s  Circle,  1762  Beacon 
St.  8pm.  Info:  782-8894. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  reading  group 

discusses  The  Pearls  by  Shelley  Smith. 
Author  will  be  there.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  $1.  In¬ 
fo:  661-3633. 

Cape  Cod  —  Knowing  Ourselves,  Knowing 
Others.  A  weekend  workshop  for  gay  men 
to  explore  interpersonal  relationships.  $200 
includes  room/board.  Info:  Francis  Giam- 
brone,  (617)  628-6988. 


6  Saturday 

Boston  —  Best  of  Boston  Gay  Men’s 
Chorus,  5th  Anniversary  Concert.  N.E. 
Conservatory  of  Music,  Jordan  Hall.  8pm. 
$6-10.  Interpreted  for  hearing-impaired. 
Info:  536-2412. 

Waltham  —  Video  Preview  of  The  Battered 
Women’s  story  produced  by  the  Support 
Committee  for  Battered  Women.  282  Moody 
Street,  4th  floor.  $10-$50.  Info:  891-0724. 

Boston  —  Something  About  the  Women  in¬ 
terviews  Patty  Larkin.  WMFO,  91.5  FM. 
11am. 

Boston  —  Chemical  Free  Dance  Party  (no 

alcohol,  no  smoking).  Hill  House,  74  Joy 
St.  9pm-1am.  Info:  266-0314. 

Portland,  ME  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day. 

Info-line:  (207)  883-6934. 

Salem  —  North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  annual  Spring  Auction.  Old  Town 
Hall.  Preview  6pm,  auction  7-11pm.  Info: 
639-1398. 

South  Hadley  —  Alix  Dobkin  in  a  woman- 
only  concert.  Pratt  Auditorium,  Mount 
Holyoke  College.  $7-$10.  Info:  (413) 
586-8718. 

7  Sunday 

Boston  —  Community  forum  on  lesbian 
pornography  sponsored  by  the  Bad  At¬ 
titude  Collective.  Panel  and  audience 
discussion.  UMass-Boston,  Arlington  St. 
Noon-3pm. 

Gloucester  —  Wild  Women  Whale  Watch. 

Meet  at  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church, 
Cambridge.  11:30am.  Reserve  by  June  1: 
Katy,  566-0183. 

8  monday 

Boston  —  “Personal  and  Community  Self- 
Defense:  How  to  not  be  a  victim,  ’  ’  a  public 
forum  sponsored  by  the  lesbian/gay 
Alliance.  Northeastern  Univ.,  Ell  Center, 
rm.  356.  Info:  265-0348. 


9  tuesday 

Boston  —  ‘The  Politics  of  AIDS:  The 

genocide  of  a  community,’’  a  town 
meeting  sponsored  by  Boston  Lesbian  & 
Gay  Political  Alliance  and  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Speakers  Bureau.  Faneuil  Hali.  7:30pm. 
Candlelight  march  to  follow.  Info: 
265-0348. 

11  thursday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbians  Choosing  Children 

Network  with  childcare.  Women’s  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.,  7:30pm.  Info:  354-8807. 

12  friday 

Worcester  —  Virginia  Rubino  in  concert 
with  sculpture-artist  Jamie  Johnston.  Noh 
Place  Artist’s  Co-op,  117  Lovell  St.  8pm. 
$3.  Also  June  13.  Info:  393-7632. 

Dorchester  —  The  Dance  Brigade  at  the 

Strand  Theater,  543  Columbia  Rd.  $10 
more/less.  To  benefit  GCN  and  the  Pledge 
of  Resistance.  Childcare  provided.  Info: 
426-4469. 

Randolph  —  Lavender  Dance  sponsored  by 
Gay  Professional  Women.  Randolph  Coun¬ 
try  Club.  8pm.  Members,  free.  Guests,  $5. 
Info:  Christine  Burton,  328-5685. 

Boston  —  Girth  &  Mirth  monthly  meeting 
for  big  gay  men  and  their  friends.  Hill 
House,  74  Joy  St.  8-10pm.  Info:  566-6530 
or  757-5432. 

Cambridge  —  Angry  Arts  presents  Blow  for 
Blow,  a  film  about  a  women’s  strike. 
YWCA,  Central  Sq.  7:30pm.  Through  Sun. 
$3.  Into:  547-7925. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Pride  Concert 
presented  by  Daughters  of  Bilitis  featuring 
On  Second  Thought  and  Nan  Donald.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  Info:  277-8150. 

13  Saturday 

Boston  —  Lesbian  and  gay  pride  march 
through  Boston.  Meet  at  11am  at  the  City 
Hall  Plaza,  Government  Center.  March 
begins  at  noon.  Info:  267-2113. 

Boston  —  Dance  Party  after  Pride,  featuring 
Right  Time  and  Dean  and  the  Weenies.  City 
Hall,  Government  Center.  $5  in  advance,  $7 
at  door.  To  benefit  GCN  and  the  Pledge  of 
Resistance.  9pm.  Info:  426-4469. 

Boston  —  Interfaith  Gay/Lesbian  Pride  Day 
Service.  Monica  Styron,  guest  speaker. 
Arlington  Street  Church,  351  Boylston  St. 
9:30am.  Interpreted  for  hearing  impaired. 
Childcare  provided.  Info:  1-537-6080. 

Boston  —  Gay/lesbian  programming  on 
WGBH/Channel  2:  We  Are  Family,  10pm, 
and  Summer  Kiss,  11:30pm. 

Boston  —  Amethyst  Women  Lesbian  Pride 
Dance.  YWCA,  141  Clarendon  St.  9pm- 
1am.  $6  more/less.  Drug-/alcohol-free. 

Springfield  —  Women’s  Leather  Night 

sponsored  by  SHELIX,  lesbian  s/m,  pro¬ 
sex  support  group.  The  Pub  in  the  Quarry, 
382  Dwight  St.  10pm.  All  women  welcome. 
Cover  charge. 


The  Good  Woman  of 

SetZUan.  By  Bertolt  Brecht.  Directed  by 
Andrei  Serban.  Music  by  Elizabeth  Swados. 
Movement  by  Thom  Molinaro.  At  the  ART, 
Cambridge.  Through  July  30. 

All  too  often  people  who  claim  to  love 
“theater”  have  no  interest  in  what  they 
cali  “political  theater,”  while  many 
devotees  of  “political  theater”  have  a 
well-earned  distrust  of  any  show  which 
claims  to  be  mere  entertainment.  But 
Brecht’s  The  Good  Woman  of  Setzuan 
should  prove  —  at  least  for  this  season 
—  that  this  dichotomy  is  not  oniy  false, 
but  silly. 

As  directed  by  Serban,  with  original 
music  by  Elizabeth  Swados,  The  Good 
Woman  of  Setzuan  is  a  beautiful,  mov¬ 
ing  and  amazingly  faithful  presentation 
of  Brecht’s  morality  play  concerning 
the  near  impossibility  of  doing  good  in 
an  economically  corrupt  society. 

Three  gods  come  to  earth  to  find  a 
good  person  and  the  only  one  fitting  the 
bill  is  Shen  Te,  a  prostitute.  They 
reward  her  with  enough  money  to  open 
her  own  shop,  but  because  she  is  so 
good-hearted,  people  are  always  taking 
advantage  of  her.  To  survive  she  in¬ 
vents  a  male  cousin,  Shui  Ta,  who  is 
hard-nosed,  cynical  and  capable  of  say¬ 
ing  “no”  to  people.  As  life  goes  on  it 
becomes  clearer  and  clearer  that  Shen 
Te  cannot  keep  switching  from  one  per¬ 
sona  to  the  other  without  some  psychic 
damage. 

Serban’s  production  is  a  mixture  of 
mime,  dance,  movement  and  song.  He 
has  opened  up  the  ART  stage  to  let  the 
action  spiii  into  the  audience.  The  act¬ 
ing  is  all  fine,  and  Priscilla  Smith  is  a 
standout  as  Shen  Te/Shui  Ta.  Moving 
effortlessly  from  one  drag  to  the  other, 
she  is  both  credibie  and  touching  as  a 
woman  who  is  trying  to  be  good  in  a 
world  which  does  not  value  virtue. 

— Michael  Bronski 


1960s  Massachusetts  porn 
persecution 

Gay  researcher  Robert  K.  Martin  seeks 
material  on  Mass.  State  Police  cam¬ 
paign  against  gay  porn  around  1960. 
The  project  arises  oot  of  the 
September,  1960  arrest  of  Newton  Arvin 
and  others  at  Smith  College.  A  Sgt. 
John  J.  Regan  was  in  charge  of  the 
poiice  effort.  Martin  is  positing  a  possi¬ 
ble  connection  with  the  purity  cam¬ 
paign  and  anti-Communist  hysteria  of 
this  period.  Anecdotes,  clippings, 
documents,  etc.  can  be  sent  to  Martin 
at  317  Claremont  Ave.,  Westmount, 
Quebec,  H3Z  2P3. 


Lesbian  publishing 

Marie  Kida  and  Metis  Press  are  setting 
up  a  lesbian  publishing  archive.  Include 
descriptions  of  anything  you  send:  pho¬ 
tos,  graphic  work,  correspondence, 
galleys,  etc.  Mail  to;  Metis  Press,  P.O. 
Box  25187,  Chicago,  IL  60625. 
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Oh  my!  Not  another 

feCN  RAFFLE? 


Win  your  fantasy  prize! 


Perhaps  a  Video  Cassette  Recorder? 

Or  a  10-Speed  Bicycle? 

Or  one  of  dozens  of  other  prizes  from: 


THE  BRATTLE  THEATER  •  SOJOURNER  •  HANDEL  &  HAYDN  SOCIETY 
•  NEW  WORDS  •  PLUMS  GUEST  HOUSE  •  INTERCONTINENTAL 
FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  PROGRAM*  THE  NEW  EHRLICH  THEATER  • 
ACTION  VIDEO  •  SOMERVILLE  THEATER  •  LATACARTA 
RESTAURANT  •  GLAD  DAY  •  EAST/WEST  JOURNAL  • 
CLAYGROUND  POTTERY  •  ROWE  CONFERENCE  CENTER  • 
TRIANGLE  THEATER 


TICKETS:  15/$10,  7/$5,  l/SI 
For  tickets,  mail  the  form  below 
GCN  Raffle,  62  Berkeley  Streef; 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Drawings  to  be  held  at  THE  DANCE  BRIGADE 
PERFORMANCE  (Friday,  June  12)  and  at  the  DANCE  PARTY 
(Saturday,  June  13),  both  to  benefit  GCN  and 
the  Pledge  of  Resistance. 
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ii^^f'^ticket  holders  need  not  be  present  to  win. 


YES!  I  just  must  win  my  fantasy  prize! 


Send  me 


raffle  tickets  at  15/$10,  7/$5.  $/$1 


While  I’m  at  it,  send  me _ DANCE  BRIGADE  tickets  at  $10  regular,  $6  low  income, 

$13  contributing,  $25  sponsor.  (Friday,  June  12,  at  the  Strand  Theater) 

Also  send  me _ DANCE  PARTY  bash  tickets  at  $5  in  advance  ($7  at  the  door)  or  $3  if 

you  purchase  your  DANCE  BRIGADE  ticket  simultaneously.  (Saturday,  June  13,  at  City  Hall) 


I  enclose  a  check  or  money  order  for  $ 

Name  _ ' 

Address  _ 


Phone 


